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MerrioƩ Gardening Club 

Sadly our AGM in April was poorly aƩended but those members that did come enjoyed good food, wine and a quiz.  
Member numbers are falling so we would love new members to join. Our next meeƟng is at the earlier Ɵme of 7.00pm on 27th 
June at the Tithe Barn. We need a new chairman and secretary and would love to hear from anybody who can step up and help 
out. 
There will be a short Emergency General MeeƟng at the start of our 27th June meeƟng to hopefully sign up new commiƩee 
members, followed by the wonderful Angie of 'CoƩage Flowers' Jordan's Courtyard who will give us her usual original                                                                  
entertaining floral demonstraƟon. 

Jenny Waddilove 

Fundraising for Guide Dogs 
My name is Eve and I am a first Ɵme guide dog owner.  
You may have seen me in the village walking my female guide dog, a light yellow Labrador cross golden Retriever called 'Zena'. 
Zena wears a high-vis yellow harness with touches of black, a black leather lead with yellow flash. Every qualified guide dog in 
the UK wears the same harness.  
Guide dogs are permiƩed anywhere that the general public can go except zoos. I have been visually impaired since birth but 
now Zena has changed my life, she has given me independence, confidence and 
the freedom to travel anywhere I want to go; shopping, cafes, clubs, days out,  
holidays and so much more. 
 
Zena has been specially trained by a qualified guide dog trainer, this takes about 3 
months and is very intense. I too have had training so that she will respond to my 
commands. The training which is carried out either at home or in a hotel is then 
followed by 3-6 weeks at home with 70% pracƟcal and 30% formal learning such as 
walking equipment and formal paperwork. The trainers spent Ɵme geƫng to know 
me so the training was customised to my specific needs. 
Anyone wishing to apply for a guide dog should know that the process is long,              
challenging, fun but also emoƟonal. The guide dog charity offers a customer                           
service team including 'long cane mobility' and 'dog mobility team'. My trainer 
came every day whilst we were in training and assisted on all sorts of acƟviƟes 
including how to help us bond together, working in restaurants, cafes, roads, buses 
and trains taking into account the different environments and different Ɵmes of 
the day. It's where I learned everything I need to know about the guide dog                   
equipment and how to use it. I certainly appreciate everything they have done for 
me. 
 
'Charity Guide Dogs' support visually impaired people in the UK, you can find out 
more about them on their website, Facebook, YouTube and TV.  
I am involved in the local fundraising group for guide dogs and will be running an 
ultra Marathon from Ham Hill to Lyme Regis on 1st July. If you would like to                       
sponsor me, I would be very grateful. Below is the link to my fundraising page: 
www.justgiving.com/page/eve-sale-guidedogs 

Eve Sale 
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Somerset Unitary Council - A Change of Council 
On the 1st of April this year the District Councils for South Somerset, Mendip, Sedgemoor and West Somerset and Taunton 
along with Somerset County Council were replaced by a single Unitary Authority – Somerset Council. 
The new Council believe this will free up resources, including £18 million every year, to protect jobs and services; grow                                
Somerset’s voice naƟonally; help to deliver the investment in business and infrastructure; and drive acƟon to tackle climate 
change.  
The change will make it easier for customers to access the services they need – there will be a single telephone number 0300 
123 2224 and a single website www.somerset.gov.uk. The number of Customer Access Points across Somerset is almost                        
doubling from 12 to 19.  
Somerset Council, with 110 councillors, will be one of the largest unitary councils in England – with 512 services – and its scale 
will enable innovaƟve approaches to tackling the big challenges faced today.  
Cllr Bill Revans, Leader of Somerset County Council, said: “This is the biggest shake up of local government in Somerset for 50 
years. While people will see some immediate benefits, such as simpler ways to get in touch, there won’t be a big difference right 
away. In the years ahead, services will be more joined-up and we can use this powerful new council to take on the big challenges 
such as improving opportuniƟes for young people, managing the impacts of an ageing populaƟon, and addressing the                              
cost-of-living and climate crises.” 
Cllr Val Keitch, ExecuƟve Member for Local Government ReorganisaƟon and Prosperity, added: “The new council will have 
strong links with local communiƟes built in. The introducƟon of 18 Local Community Networks (LCNs) across the county will  
involve a wide range of people and partners with real power to influence the issues that maƩer to them.” 

John Bowman 

Lorna Scudder 
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MerrioƩ Short Mat Bowls 
 

MerrioƩ Short Mat Bowls Club is looking for new members 
for its club in the Village Hall. 
We meet on Wednesday evenings from 7pm to 9.30pm, and 
play matches from Ɵme to Ɵme with other clubs in the                                           
area – either friendlies or as part of the area League; we play 
in a relaxed atmosphere, and play to enjoy the game. 
Our Chairman is a Qualified Coach and County Umpire. 
The club has three mats and can provide woods for those 
who wish to try their hand; it is a game for all ages, for both 
men and women, beginners and experienced alike, we play 
all year round – in the dry! ProspecƟve players are invited to 
phone the secretary on 01308 862203 or 07956 598894, or to come along any Wednesday at 7pm. 

G a r d e n i n g  q u o t e  o f                     
t h e  m o n t h   

Sent in by Mo Frampton 

NEW STORE IN MERRIOTT 
Budgens Store MerrioƩ is very pleased to welcome and 
thank all the people of MerrioƩ for accepƟng us in the 
Village. We took over from COOP in October 2022 last 
year and did an official launch of the store on 24th 
March, 2023. We have been receiving an                                        
overwhelming response from the people of MerrioƩ. 
We aim to deliver and serve the village people with the 
best quality products from Budgens. We will support 
MerrioƩ’s new endeavors and build a strong                   
community that will grow together and prosper. 
 
Store Timings:  
Mon—Sat: 7:00 AM to 10:00 PM 
            Sun: 7:00 AM to 9:00 AM 

MerrioƩ Heritage Trust 
Does anyone remember this CoronaƟon? If so please let the                           
Heritage Trust know on the.merrioƩheritage.trust@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marion Biggs 
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Timebank arƟcle for newsleƩers etc 
We recently launched the Crewkerne Timebank, which is for people living in Crewkerne and neighbouring villages. Timebanking 
in the UK started in Stroud in 1998. 
It’s a safe and free way of helping other local people with tasks they need doing, uƟlising people’s skills and experience. As well 
as the saƟsfacƟon of helping someone, doing something you enjoy for an hour, members get a Time Credit to spend on                  
something when they need it. No money changes hands, the only currency is your Ɵme. 
Timebanks make new connecƟons, share skills and help to keep people living independently. It’s informal volunteering and you 
only help when it suits you. 
The iniƟal idea for a Timebank here came from a Crewkerne GP concerned about isolated paƟents, and the local Primary Care 
Network are supporƟng our Timebank. 
Typical Ɵmebanking acƟviƟes include socialising, dog walking, gardening, small DIY jobs, cooking, shopping, befriending,                   
learning a craŌ, help with reading & wriƟng and transport to acƟviƟes. Our Members have recently hung curtains, ironed, Ɵdied 
up a garden, given a liŌ to the shops and helped others use their phones beƩer. 
We now have 11 members and are looking for more to expand the range of help available. We have a friendly monthly meeƟng 
on the 1st Thursday at 11am at the Henhayes Centre, where you can find out more about the iniƟaƟve. Come along for a chat 
and a coffee, hear the latest offers and requests and members can discuss exchanges. 
If you'd like to find out more or join, please get in touch with me via crewkerneƟmebank@gmail.com or call or text 07944 
965564.  

MaƩ Day 
Crewkerne Timebank Coordinator & Social Prescribing Link Worker 

South Somerset West Primary Care Network 

We are doing something different on 18th June at 6pm. The 16 Bells with Choir will be with us for a special Sung 
Evensong Service. And if you can find Dinnington church (!), you might like to bring your pet with you on 25th 
June. We are holding a special service of thanksgiving and blessing for your favourite creatures. All of our services 
are open to all ages. 
 
All of the following services are in MerrioƩ, apart from the Pet Service: 
Sun 4th    6.30pm Praise Service, Tithe Barn    
Sun 11th 10.30am Communion Service  
Sun 18th 6pm Sung Evensong with 16 Bells Choir 
Sun 25th 9am Communion Service 
 4pm Pet Service, Dinnington churchyard 

Revd Julia Hicks 

MerrioƩ Bell Ringers 
Tower captain Rob Harvey, centre leŌ, is seen with the bell ringers who 
celebrated the CoronaƟon of HM King Charles III and Queen Camilla 
with a peal delivered via the Church’s six bells. The photograph was 
taken in the rain at All Saints Church, MerrioƩ, on the morning of the 
CoronaƟon. 

Steve Roberts 
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News from Imagine, Learn & Create 
In case you do not know: we are a creaƟve day support for adults with learning differences. Our workshop is located just                    
outside of South Petherton. 
We have been extremely busy over the past month and a bit, making GIANT insects for the Earth Day celebraƟons! The Giant 
bugs, wasps, snails, slugs, dragonflies, buƩerflies and more all went on display at Nine Springs country park in Yeovil on                             
Saturday 22nd April. They were joined by lots of stall holders, live music and lots of acƟviƟes for children! The day was enjoyed 
by all! The highlight of the day was seeing everyone admiring and interacƟng with our Giant insects, they really did pull in the 
crowds! 
Other exciƟng news: We are ready to start selling Ɵckets for our 2023 RAFFLE!!! This year the funds will go towards an insulated 
lino floor covering for our main workshop. This will help keep us warm in the winter months. Tickets are £1 a strip and we have 
an amazing 7 hampers to give away!!! Tickets will be drawn the week 13th—16th June. If you would like to buy some Ɵckets 
please contact Jess by phone, 07779 222996, or via our Facebook/website page. 

Jess Hyslop 

ARK is going to get a New Garden 
A show garden, to be displayed at the RHS Hampton Court Palace Garden FesƟval between July 4th and 9th this year, will be 
donated to ARK in the autumn. It has been designed by Butler and Parker, Garden Designer based in Somerset and London and 
is sponsored by Inghams, a Holiday Company offering summer walking holidays and winter ski holidays in Europe. The                                   
garden’s main theme is rainwater capture by working with nature to create a resilient garden for the future hoƩer summers 
and weƩer winters, which are already apparent and forecast to become the norm in future. 
 
The garden takes inspiraƟon from summer holidays, with 
the use of natural stone for gravel tracks and large                       
stone-bench seaƟng, for resƟng amid the sound of water 
from running streams and the cool glade planƟng.                         
Rainwater is collected and filled through the planƟng area, 
creaƟng cleaner waterways and reducing the need for                    
addiƟonal watering. The planƟng paleƩe is loosely inspired 
by woodland and lower valley glades with flowering                           
perennials and grasses providing a mix of texture and colour.   
 
Once re-installed at ARK it will be adjacent to a new                         
classroom space where it will be used to allow people to                     
connect with one another and as a space to relax within ARK. 
 
Butler and Parker - www.butlerandparker.com 
Ark - www.arkategwood.com 
Inghams - www.inghams.co.uk 

 
Josh Parker 

A sketch of the garden that will be at RHS Hampton court which will be 
reformed when installed at ARK 

Bill Nelson 
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The informaƟon and views in the MerrioƩ Messenger are 
those provided by the named individual contributors and are 
not necessarily supported by the Editorial Team. Whilst every 
effort is made to ensure the informaƟon given is accurate, the 
MerrioƩ Messenger cannot accept responsibility for any errors 
or omissions. Back issues of MerrioƩ Messenger (April 2021— 
May 2023) can be found on the Parish website: hƩps://
merrioƩpc.org.uk/village-faciliƟes/the-merrioƩ-messenger 

Copy date for the July issue is 12th June. 

MerrioƩ Primary School Ofsted News 
We are delighted to share that MerrioƩ Primary School has 
recently had a very successful Ofsted inspecƟon in March 2023, 
the report for which has now been shared with our parent     
community and will be available shortly on their website. 
 
We are parƟcularly proud of the recogniƟon that pupils have 
opportuniƟes both within and outside of the curriculum to  
develop into posiƟve, kind  individuals that support them to try 
their best and be accepƟng of others. Also, that pupils enjoy 
school and have posiƟve aƫtudes to their learning - right from 
the early years in RecepƟon. 
 
Over the past two years, we have transformed our curriculum 
offer in line with the very latest educaƟonal research to ensure 
that pupils are able to become confident in their learning 
across the board. Our earliest prioriƟes in this area were in 
reading and maths; both of which have been recognised by 
Ofsted as being well-established and supporƟve to pupils'                                                    
development. Children said to inspectors that reading helps 
them to 'imagine new places' - something that is really                          
important to us, especially where there were Ɵmes in the past 
two years that geƫng to 'new places' was not an easy task! 
 
MerrioƩ Primary School is very lucky to have a commiƩed staff 
team who work together to ensure our children are able to be 
the best they can be and the backing of a Governing Body who 
volunteer and give of their Ɵme to make sure that this                              
conƟnues to be the case. We are also very fortunate to have a 
team of volunteers who regularly support in school with welly 
walks and reading with children. I would like to take the oppor-
tunity to thank all of these people for their dedicaƟon to the 
children of our community. 

 

MerrioƩ Social Venue News 
A big thanks to all that aƩended the 
King’s CoronaƟon street party. The 
weather behaved and everyone                          
enjoyed the day. A big thanks to Jamie 
for giving the children free rides in the 
horse and cart up and down Tail Mill 
Lane. As a way of saying thank you, the 
venue are going to give £100 to Jamie’s 
chosen charity—Cancer Research UK. 

Lois Bowery 
ExecuƟve Headteacher 

Penny Gibbs 
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MerrioƩ Messenger Calendar 2024: an update 
Thank you for the photo contribuƟons that we have  already received! Some lovely                           
pictures have already been sent to merrioƩmessenger@gmail.com but we need more from 
which to compile the pages of the calendar. We know that there are talented arƟsts and                                                                   
photographers among you, so please share your MerrioƩ-themed photos or other                            
artworks with us! Send your image file (1Mb or larger) to merrioƩmessenger@gmail.com 
as soon as you can and certainly before the closing date of July 31st. 
Grateful thanks also go to the individuals and businesses who have agreed to financially                        
support the prinƟng of the calendar and those willing to display and sell it in the late                              
autumn. If you, or your family or business feel that you could financially support this                                
venture, please contact the Treasurer ervose@sky.com. All the proceeds of the sale of the 
calendars will help to defray the MerrioƩ Messenger’s conƟnually increasing prinƟng costs. 
The format of the calendar will be A4 landscape, spiral bound opening to A3, with a photo 
on the top page & a monthly calendar below. The covers will be good quality card, glossy 
(local) prinƟng by a professional company. We have done an example of what a month 
might look like in the illustraƟon. Let’s showcase our village in this way! 
For any further informaƟon about the calendar, please contact a member of the Editorial 
Team, details on front page. 

 
The Editorial Team 

MerrioƩ Camera Club 
During April our Members had great fun learning how to photograph ‘Movement’ using the Gym and Play Equipment at the 
Rec. A couple of our Members managed to dodge the (many) April showers and take some great images during Club field trips 
to Ninesprings and Wayford Woods. 
MerrioƩ Camera Club meets every Thursday at the Pavilion on the Rec at 8pm. We welcome members of all ages and abiliƟes, 
although under 16s must be accompanied by an adult. Cost per session is £2. Contact us via our Facebook page, webpage or 
email: merrioƩ_camera_club@yahoo.com 
 
The programme for June is as follows: 
1st June: Tech Talk: ComposiƟon 
8th June: Food Photography 
15th June: Field Trip: Ham Hill 
22nd June: Box Challenge 
29th June: Birds of Prey 

Waterfall at Ninesprings 
by Thomas  Macrae 

Joint Winning entries for April’s CompeƟƟon ‘Spring’ 
By Malcolm Osman (L) and Malcolm Hodder (R)  

Jayne ScoƩ 

Planning ApplicaƟons 
28 Lower Street 
Internal and external alteraƟons to Listed Building,                          
including replacement windows and door, external                             
repoinƟng, removal of internal walls, infill of internal 
openings and two conservaƟon rooflights to rear.                                                                                                  
23/01029/LBC Status: AwaiƟng decision                                                                                                                                                                            
 
2 MerrioƩ Road 
NoƟficaƟon of intent to fell 1 tree within a conservaƟon 
area.                                                                                                              
23/00952/TCA Status: AwaiƟng decision 

Marion Biggs 
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Merriott Parish Council 

merriott-clerk 
@ hotmail.co.uk 

07821 372 886 
@MerriottParishCouncil  

Careford Lodge 
Residential Home 

Church Street 

Contact Laura on 
 01460 75592 

carefordlodge@ 

hotmail.co.uk 

   Book a home appointment 
         today 0800 001 6608 
www.earwaxremovalsolutions.com 

Info@earwaxremovalsolutions 
.com  

Secure self storage & removals 
Competitive rates, easy & flexi-

ble 
01460 243100 

lopen@beehiveselfstorage.co.uk 
www.beehiveselfstorage.co.uk 

Serviced Offices To Let 

T h a n k  y o u  t o  o u r  s p o n s o r s  f o r  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  

If you are interested in 
sponsoring the                 

MerrioƩ Messenger 
please contact                                      

merrioƩmessenger@gmail.com or 
Eric Vose on 01460 

351857 or at                        
ervose@sky.com  

   
 
 

  

 
 

       
 

 
 

   

    
 

 

 

     
 

 

     

     

  
 

 

  
 
 

 

  

  
   

Sales leƫngs and property 
management for both                   

residenƟal and commercial 
markets                                        

01460 78277  

Kevin Swain 
Electrical  

Contractor 

Free Estimates 
Tel 01460 73260 

Pet Shop dedicated to your 
best friend. 

10 The George Shopping Centre, 
Crewkerne TA18 7LU 

01460 77106 
Info@mybestiepets.co.uk 

Heating Engineers 
Boiler servicing and changes 

Lpg / Oil / Gas-Safe 
Laurel Cottage, Shiremoor 

Hill 
07970 279778 / 07738 632746 

Ansaphone: 01460 76000             

R. A. Wicks Ltd 

Fireplace Showroom, 
Flue Lining and Multi 

Fuel Stoves 
01460 74612 

                  Merriott                                           
 Village Hall 

Parties, weddings, 
community groups 

welcome 
01460 72508 

merriottvillagehall@ 
gmail.com 

 

 

 

All aspects of tree and   
garden work undertaken 

info@arbtreeandgarden.co.uk 
01460 77605 /                
07799 331 805 

Merriott Social Venue 
•open every evening  

•spacious function room 
available for hire 

01460 74376 
Merriottsocialclub 

@hotmail.com 

Letting, Investment and 
Property Management for 
S Somerset & W Dorset 

01935 420555 
yeovil@martinco.com 

16 South Street  
Crewkerne TA18 8DA 

01460 200666 
5% off our advertised price 

for people of Merriott  

Sally-Marie Shearing  
 Beauty Therapy 

  
Relaxing, Revitalising,                                     

Beauty Treatments 
  

Tel 01460 73957 

MerrioƩ Service StaƟon 
and 

Premier Shop 
Bakery, groceries, 

staƟonery, 
BBQ products and fuels 

Post Office services 
Shop and PO 01460 78716 

Manor Farm - 
Your local farm 

shop  
Lower Street, 

Merriott TA16 5NP  
Tel: 07963 102258              
nigel.witcombe@ 

gmail.com 

Merriott Pharmacy 
Free prescription  

collection & delivery 
 

01460 72222 
merriottpharmacy 

@hotmail.com 

Tom Merrick 
Electrical Contractor 

Agricultural & Industrial 
No Job too small  

NAPIT approved contractor 
01460 72757                                        

07980 686 160 

CharloƩe Hamlin 
MerrioƩ Childcare 

OFSTED & PACEY registered 
Full/part-Ɵme hours 
Early years funding 

Between 6.00am & 6.30pm 
www.charloƩehamlin.co.uk 

01460 73361 
07721 018 335 

Stephen Baker Window 
Cleaning 

 

Reliable and competitive  
service to Merriott, Hinton and 

all surrounding villages. 
Based in Dinnington 

Telephone: 
01460 351924 

 07718 906 110 

IAN CROSSLAND 
PROPERTY MAINTE-

NANCE 
Tel:  01935 411813 

Mob:  07811 070 498 
Interior and exterior            

decorating, Household           
carpentry, External lime    

mortaring, Restoration work 

Allen Computer Services 
Sales, Repairs, Servicing, for 

Home & Small Business, 
Cloud Backup and Laptop   

Screen Repairs 

01460 298036 
www.allencomputerservices.co.uk 

 
Barrett Bros. 

Butchers 
 

Delivery to Merriott 
Friday and Saturday 

25 Market St., Crewkerne 
Tel. 01460 72900 

www.barrettbros.co.uk 

01460 271598                                                      
cafe@thefeedstaƟon 

merrioƩ.co.uk 

J Knibbs  
General Builder 

07976 597762 

Robert Frith                       
Optometrists                     

your local independent  
OpƟcian 

FREE emergency appointments 
under the NHS Somerset ACES  

service 
Chard 67771 

Crewkerne 72964 
Yeovil 01935 478463 

Q & Co  
Inclusive  
Hairdressing  
01460 712896 
QnCo_hair@outlook.com 
2 Broadway, MerrioƩ  

Moorlands  
Residential Home 

Moorlands Road 
Quality care for the 

elderly 
Contact Jayne: 01460 74425 

jayne@moorlands-
care.co.uk 


