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Escape to the Chateau – at last! 
Some of you may remember Orla McEvoy aged 8, who won a compeƟƟon a while ago to visit the TV series Chateau and stay for 
24 hours as guests of Dick and Angel Strawbridge. Many of our MerrioƩ friends voted for Orla, our granddaughter, and then 
heard nothing more! 
Well, finally, aŌer the interrupƟon of Covid and difficulƟes arranging a suitable date the visit was arranged this summer and she 
spent a very exciƟng Ɵme there, aŌer travelling up from the south of France on TGV, crossing Paris and catching a train to Laval 
near the chateau. She (and her mother) toured the house and estate, doing craŌ and cooking, and enjoying the company of 
Arthur and Dorothy. They stayed in one of the luxurious bedrooms and dinner was cooked for them by Dick himself. Orla will be 
12 in November but the long wait for her unforgeƩable prize was definitely worth it. Thank you again to all of you who helped 
make this possible.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
YOUR HELP IS NEEDED 

Refugee Support Group (RSG) held a very enjoyable fundraising event in June, Music in the Meadow, featuring a sitar player 
and two folk groups, one glorious sunny Sunday aŌernoon which raised almost £1500 for two refugee chariƟes. It was our sixth 
Music in the Meadow as well as other concerts, quizzes etc. over the years, and will likely be our last as, aŌer seven years, there 
are now only three members in the group, others having leŌ for health reasons or caring and other duƟes. While we are                         
conƟnuing to collect and receive donaƟons for RaŌ (refugeeaidfromtaunton), fundraising will be out of the quesƟon unless 
there are other volunteers willing to commit to the group. Thus, your help is very much needed... 
 
RaŌ aŌer eight years conƟnues to request donaƟons to send to refugee camps overseas, with some for refugees seƩling in 
Taunton; some of the laƩer are now volunteering at the charity. RaŌ can be found on Facebook showing immediate needs. 
During September donaƟons of summer clothing and footwear will sƟll be accepted. From October we are seeking clean warm 
washable clothing and suitable footwear for all – from babies to older people. Unopened hygiene products, toiletries and off 
the shelf medicaƟon for every group are always in short supply, plus new underclothing. At present prams, buggies and travel 
cots are needed too. 
 
Refugees from wars and from natural and climate disasters are constantly increasing and it seems an insurmountable issue. US 
former  President Theodore Roosevelt once said, ‘I did what I could, where I was, with what I had’. RSG and RaŌ would say the 
same. 
 
Thank you generous supporters. 

 
Geraldine Downey RSG 01460 271358 

Ann Lawrence (ex Boozer Pit resident) 
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The Mobile Library will 
visit MerrioƩ                                      

on Tues 19th September 
9.30am - 9.50am 

Outside the Church 

MERRIOTT SOCIAL VENUE NEWS 
 

AGM 
Our AGM is to be held on THURSDAY 7th September at 8pm. 

Please come along and support us, and if you have a few hours spare a 
month why not join the commiƩee. We are looking for new members to 

help with events and fundraising. 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES 
Saturday 2nd September - BINGO 
Saturday 9th September  - BINGO 

Saturday 30th September - QUIZ NIGHT 
Saturday October 28th LIVE MUSIC with Singer Talitha 

November 11th LIVE MUSIC with JusƟn Daish 
 

TAKE OUT EVENINGS 
BBQ rained off? Want to meet up with friends but don’t have a plan B if it 

rains? 
We have the answer! Come down to the venue for a takeaway                                                    

evening! Simply order your take away food for delivery to the Venue (or 
collect it yourself) and let us be your impromptu host for the evening. All 
we ask is for you to buy your drinks from us, and Ɵdy up aŌerwards. We 

can even provide plates and cutlery! 
 

Finally, congratulaƟons to the winner of the Pool CompeƟƟon held in July. 
A very hotly contested final, with some excepƟonal shots, a big well done 

to BreƩ Venn who pipped Jay Parkhouse to a 4-3 victory. 
 

If you are interested in any of the events above, or booking the funcƟon 
room for a children’s party (aŌernoons) or a private evening funcƟon, 

please call in and ask a member of staff or message our Facebook page 
or email: merrioƩsocialclub@hotmail.com 

 
Penny Gibbs 

MerrioƩ Camera Club 
Members had a fun evening learning how to photograph Water Droplets. Water and light were used to great effect to produce 
some beauƟful and dramaƟc images. The standard of entries for July’s compeƟƟon ‘Water’ was very high and again resulted in 
joint winners. The Club was very proud that once again a Junior Member produced one of the winning shots; it has been a joy 
to watch their talent and confidence grow over the last year. The winning images are shown below. 
MerrioƩ Camera Club meets every Thursday at the Pavilion on the Rec at 8pm. We welcome members of all ages and abiliƟes, 
although under 16s must be accompanied by an adult. Cost per session is £2. Contact us via our Facebook page, webpage or 
email: merrioƩ_camera_club@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jayne ScoƩ 

Water Droplet image 
by Nic Hodder 

Joint winning entry by 
a Junior Member 

Image by compeƟƟon winner 
Thomas Macrae   

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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G a r d e n i n g  q u o t e  o f                     
t h e  m o n t h   

Sent in by Mo Frampton 

 
 
43 Lower Street                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Replace a flat roof with a lean-to roof, widen access, enlarge 
parking area and install a gate.  
23/01745/HOU Status: AwaiƟng decision 
 
Waterloo Farm                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
NoƟficaƟon of intent to create a new farm track to support 
exisƟng operaƟons at Waterloo Farm  
23/01903/AGN Status: AwaiƟng decision 
 
The Lodge Moorlands Road                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
NoƟficaƟon of intent to fell 1 tree included with conservaƟon 
area  
23/01816/TCA Status: AwaiƟng decision 
 
40 Church Street                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
NoƟficaƟon of intent to carry out tree surgery works to 1 tree 
included within conservaƟon area  
23/01815/TCA Status: AwaiƟng decision 
 
The Forge, Church Street                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Proposed rear extension and internal alteraƟons  
23/01724/HOU Status: AwaiƟng decision 
 

 
 

56 Hitchen                                                                                                                   
Proposed new two-bedroom house following demoliƟon of 
exisƟng side extension  
23/01269/FUL Status: AwaiƟng decision 
 
19 Lower Street                                                                                                                             
NoƟficaƟon of intent to fell 1 tree and remove 1 hedge within 
a conservaƟon area  
23/01338/TCA Status: ApplicaƟon permiƩed 
 
Bowood View, Church Street                                                                                                   
Use of land for the siƟng of two shepherds’ huts  
23/00722/FUL (Re-submission of 22/020907/FUL) Status:                     
Approved 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Manor CoƩage, Lower Street                                                                                                                             
Discharge of CondiƟon No 3(chimney details) of Planning                        
ApplicaƟon                                                                                                                  
22/01195/LBC Decision: CondiƟons discharged 

For further informaƟon go to somerset.gov.uk and “Search for 
a planning applicaƟon”  

Marion Biggs 

Planning ApplicaƟons 
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All Saints’ Church Services - September 
 
All of the following services are in MerrioƩ: 
Sun 3rd         6.30pm Praise Service, Tithe Barn 
Sun 10th       10.30am Communion Service 
Sun 17th       10.30am Morning Prayer 
Sun 24th       9am Communion Service 
 
Date for your diaries – Harvest FesƟval to be at ARK at midday on Sunday 15th October 
 

Revd Julia Hicks 

Sunday Market 
The Community Cafe and CraŌs August Market will be giving a donaƟon to MerrioƩ Youth Football. 
The next Sunday Market on 10th September is in aid of MerrioƩ Brownies, Guides & Rainbows. 

Lola Dry 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

MerrioƩ Scarecrow FesƟval 
The winner of the Business/Adult category for the Community Scarecrow FesƟval was                            
HairDward Scissorhands - Q&Co Hairdressers who won a hamper given by Everys Solicitors.                                                                                                                                                           
2nd place was: Wee Wullie Scarecrow of Westgate CoƩage who won a voucher from Q&Co 
Hairdressers. 
 
The children’s outright winner is Super Hercrows. Well done Freddie and Paul Fisher!!                                                                                                                                                          
All the other children entries received the same number of votes this year, so instead of                            
trying to decide whose 2nd, we are going to give everyone a prize. 
 
The total amount of Money raised from the fesƟval and the village wide sale for this year’s 
charity MerrioƩ Minnows Toddler Group is £130. 
 
Well done to everyone that entered and thank you so much, we hope you had fun and see 
more of you next year. 

 

                             Lola Dry                                                                                           
Photos by Alan Wiseman                                                                                                       

Wee ‘Wullie’                               
Crowscarer 

Super Hercrows 

HairDward Scissorhands  

Space Girl Mr Scarecrow (MerrioƩ             
Minnows) 
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MerrioƩ Gardening Club 
Our September meeƟng will be held on Tuesday 26th at 
7.30 in the Tithe Barn. Our speaker will be from Crewkerne 
in Bloom and there will be refreshments and a raffle in the 
evening. All welcome, guests £3. 
The picture shows members of MerrioƩ Gardening Club with 
the tree they purchased with funds raised by the club. The 
tree is a Malus Royal Raindrops and was planted to                               
commemorate the PlaƟnum Jubilee 2022 of Queen Elizabeth 
II. The plaque can be found in front of the tree on the                            
footpath through Manor Farm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Gill Vines 

Merriott Heritage Trust 
 

10 Lower Street 
 

Open Thursdays 10 – 12 
 

See sign on the door for confirmaƟon of opening 
 

Come and browse our collecƟon of archives                                                       
or bring along anything you would like to share 

Marion Biggs 

Merriott Heritage Trust 
 
Did you or any family members aƩend MerrioƩ School? In 
September we will be puƫng on a display about life at the 
school over the years. Do you have any photos or                        
memories of MerrioƩ School that you would like to share 
with us? 
 

Please contact us at the.merrioƩ.heritage.trust@gmail.com 
or call in on a Thursday morning, 10.00-12.00. 

Marion Biggs 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Allotment AssociaƟon (MerrioƩ) - Chris Clark       
 
Badminton Club - MerrioƩ - Penny Harvey            
U3A Badminton Players - Tony BarreƩ                  
 
Bowling Club - Roger Collins (Secretary)                 
 
 
 
Campanologists (Bell ringers) - Robert Harvey      

 
 

76594 
 
07734 844956 
73658 
 
01935 425486 
0796779835 
rogcollinsatparcroŌ@gmail.com 
 
75984 

Updates to Useful Contact Details 

Book Review 
Viral – The Search for the Origin of Covid 19 
Alina Chan and MaƩ Ridley, 2021 
 
For the last three years the Covid pandemic has caused havoc to the global economy, killed millions of people and sickened 
many millions more. It is sƟll with us and unlikely to be eradicated. It is important to understand where and how it originated so 
that preparaƟons can be made in case of another pandemic caused by another virus. 
Chan, who is a specialist in geneƟc engineering, and Ridley, a science writer, set out to examine the evidence of the origin of 
Covid 19. This is no easy task because it is thought to have originated in China but the Chinese have been far from open about 
the circumstances. 
Some evidence indicates that it may have originated in bats in caves in southern China and then transferred to miners who later 
entered the caves. Other evidence suggests it came via animals in a market in Wuhan, eastern central China, and yet further 
evidence indicates it escaped from a laboratory in Wuhan which has been collecƟng and geneƟcally manipulaƟng viruses from 
caves in southern China. This research has been, in part, supported by the Americans, because it is necessary as an                                               
understanding of the evoluƟon of viruses which may cause a future pandemic. 
This is a gripping story, very well told which favours the laboratory leak as the explanaƟon of the origin of Covid 19. Everyone 
should be concerned. 

John Bowman 
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The informaƟon and views in the MerrioƩ Messenger 
are those provided by the named individual                                                                                   

contributors and are not necessarily supported by the 
Editorial Team. Whilst every effort is made to ensure 

the informaƟon given is accurate, the MerrioƩ                                                                       
Messenger cannot accept responsibility for any errors 

or omissions. Back issues of                                                    
MerrioƩ Messenger (April 2021— August 2023) can 

be found on the Parish website: hƩps://
merrioƩpc.org.uk/village-faciliƟes/the-merrioƩ-

messenger 

Copy date for the October issue is 12th September. 

Short Mat Bowls Club 
meets in MerrioƩ Village Hall 
on Wednesdays 7pm to 9pm. 
We play all year round, in the 
warm and dry, and is suited to 

men and women, boys and girls of 
all ages. 

More informaƟon from 01308 
862203 or 07956 598894. 

You will be made very welcome. 

S p o n s o r  
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MerrioƩ Bowls Club 
On 6th August MerrioƩ Bowls Club President, John                               
Parsons, made a presentaƟon to Ian Kendall who is                        
leaving Somerset. Ian, shown here with his wife Yvonne, 
has been a member of the club for 10 years, 5 of which he 
was secretary. Ian has been acƟve in helping to maintain 
the club and green. His humour and experƟse will be 
missed. 

 

 
Jean Crisp 
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Merriott Parish Council 

merriott-clerk 
@ hotmail.co.uk 

07821 372 886 
@MerriottParishCouncil  

Careford Lodge 
Residential Home 

Church Street 

Contact Laura on 
 01460 75592 

carefordlodge@ 

hotmail.co.uk 

   Book a home appointment 
         today 0800 001 6608 
www.earwaxremovalsolutions.com 

Info@earwaxremovalsolutions 
.com  

Secure self storage & removals 
Competitive rates, easy & flexi-

ble 
01460 243100 

lopen@beehiveselfstorage.co.uk 
www.beehiveselfstorage.co.uk 

T h a n k  y o u  t o  o u r  s p o n s o r s  f o r  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  

Sales leƫngs and property 
management for both                   

residenƟal and commercial 
markets                                        

01460 78277  

Kevin Swain 
Electrical  

Contractor 

Free Estimates 
Tel 01460 73260 

Pet Shop dedicated to your 
best friend. 

10 The George Shopping Centre, 
Crewkerne TA18 7LU 

01460 77106 
Info@mybestiepets.co.uk 

Heating Engineers 
Boiler servicing and changes 

Lpg / Oil / Gas-Safe 
Laurel Cottage, Shiremoor 

Hill 
07970 279778 / 07738 632746 

Ansaphone: 01460 76000             

R. A. Wicks Ltd 

Fireplace Showroom, 
Flue Lining and Multi 

Fuel Stoves 
01460 74612 

 

 

 

All aspects of tree and garden 
work undertaken 

info@arbtreeandgarden.co.uk                               
01460 77605 /  
07799 331 805 

Merriott Social Venue 
•open every evening  

•spacious function room 
available for hire 

01460 74376 
Merriottsocialclub 

@hotmail.com 

Letting, Investment and 
Property Management for 
S Somerset & W Dorset 

01935 420555 
yeovil@martinco.com 

www.martincoyeovil.co.uk 

Sally-Marie Shearing  
 Beauty Therapy 

  
Relaxing, Revitalising,                                     

Beauty Treatments 
  

Tel 01460 73957 

Manor Farm - 
Your local farm 

shop  
Lower Street, 

Merriott TA16 5NP  
Tel: 07963 102258              
nigel.witcombe@ 

gmail.com 

Veterinary  
 Crewkerne 

your local vets 

01460 72443 

Merriott Pharmacy 
Free prescription  

collection & delivery 
 

01460 72222 
merriottpharmacy 

@hotmail.com 

Tom Merrick 
Electrical Contractor 

Agricultural & Industrial 
No Job too small  

NAPIT approved contractor 
01460 72757                                        

07980 686 160 

CharloƩe Hamlin 
MerrioƩ Childcare 

OFSTED & PACEY registered 
Full/part-Ɵme hours 
Early years funding 

Between 6.00am & 6.30pm 
www.charloƩehamlin.co.uk 

01460 73361 
07721 018 335 

Appliance  
Maintenance Services 

Domestic Appliance Repairs 
Tel:  01460 72211  

Mob:  07970 744 115 
www.appliancemaintenance. 

co.uk 

Allen Computer Services 
Sales, Repairs, Servicing, for 

Home & Small Business, 
Cloud Backup and Laptop   

Screen Repairs 

01460 298036 
www.allencomputerservices.co.uk 

 

Restaurant, Hotel & Event 
venue.  We are open every 
day, pop in for a coffee  or 

book a table on            
01460 77095   

www.haselburymill.co.uk 

MERRIOTT                       
HERITAGE TRUST    

the.merriott.heritage.trust 
@gmail.com   

 
07961 517903 

 
Barrett Bros. 

Butchers 
 

Delivery to Merriott 
Friday and Saturday 

25 Market St., Crewkerne 
Tel. 01460 72900 

www.barrettbros.co.uk 

01460 271598                                                      
cafe@thefeedstaƟon 

merrioƩ.co.uk 

J Knibbs  
General Builder 

07976 597762 

Robert Frith                       
Optometrists                     

your local independent  
OpƟcian 

FREE emergency appointments 
under the NHS Somerset ACES  

service 
Chard 67771 

Crewkerne 72964 
Yeovil 01935 478463 

Q & Co  
Inclusive  
Hairdressing  
01460 712896 
QnCo_hair@outlook.com 
2 Broadway, MerrioƩ  

Moorlands  
Residential Home 

Moorlands Road 
Quality care for the 

elderly 
Contact Jayne: 01460 74425 

jayne@moorlands-
care.co.uk 

More on page 7 


