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It is 20 years since the Messenger appeared in its 
present form. Originally, in its previous form, the 
Messenger was a quarterly village newsletter 
produced in black and white in an A5 format. 
Because it was produced so infrequently, it missed a 
lot of news items and also the opportunity to 
advertise a considerable number of events, except 
for those occurring a long while ahead.

A village such as Merriott, with a population over 
2200, needed a regular means of advertising and 
reporting on local activities. It was Brigadier Mullins 
(chairman of the Parish Council at that time) who 
encouraged several residents, myself included, to set 
about producing a more regular publication, 
providing notice of and reporting on village 
activities. The Parish Council wished to become a 
Quality Council and to do this it needed a means of 
reporting its news and activities regularly.

The Merriott Messenger was partly supported 
financially for several years by the Parish Council. 
In 2015, the Parish Council wished the Merriott 
Messenger to become independent and rely solely 
on financial support from local supporters. This was 
the case until around 18 months ago, when the rise 
in print costs for larger editions meant that a grant 
from the Parish Council was necessary to produce 
larger editions — we are grateful to the Council for 
their recent support.

With financial support from both the Parish Council 
and local businesses, the Merriott Messenger was 
born on a more regular basis. At first, it was 
produced in black, white, and one colour (blue) for 
only ten months (missing August and January) a 
year. It was well-supported by village traders and 
residents, and over the years it has been produced 
eleven months a year (still missing January) in 
colour. In the early years, an issue consisted of eight 
A4 pages; but, as financial support increased, 
occasional issues now consist of twelve A4 pages.

The Team producing the Messenger were aware 
that the church also produced ‘The Link’ monthly. 
Attempts were made through the Vicar at the time 
to find a way of producing one publication for the 
village, whilst providing a way of showing that the 
church was independent of the Parish Council and 
village residents. For various reasons, this was not 
possible.

The aim was to provide a monthly delivery of the 
Messenger to every address in the village. The Team 
has been very fortunate that 30 to 40 residents have 
been willing to deliver the newsletter, free of charge, 
on a monthly basis to fulfil this objective.

The Team are also volunteers; apart from printing 
costs, the only person who is part-time employed 
by the Messenger is the Editor. For the past 25 years 
we have had 7 different editors — all of whom have 
been excellent and contributed to improving the
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quality of the Messenger.

The Messenger is produced for the village. The Team, 
which has a constitution and safeguarding policy, meets 
monthly to agree the content of the following month’s 
issue. We are highly dependent on residents for their 
contributions, since it is the community which is served 
by the publication. From time to time, the Team has 
consulted the residents to learn what the content 
should be. We have also tried to keep the printing 
costs low by comparing costs from alternative printers 
— currently, the printers are based in North Devon. 
The Editor sends them the finalised copy by email and 
the printed issue is delivered to Merriott Post Office a 
few days later, then the deliverers perform their very 
important task of giving every address a copy. Over the 
years, our Editor has produced the issue from as far 
away as South Africa and the USA — the wonders of 
modern technology!

The Team thank you for consistently reading and 
supporting the Merriott Messenger, we hope you will 
enjoy this edition and many more to come!

John Bowman — The Merriott Messenger
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March 2000
‘A two-sided A4 sheet from the turn of the 
century’

March 2006
‘An 8-page A5 edition which was produced 
quarterly’

October 2006
‘A new 4-page A4 edition — produced 10 months 
a year and delivered to every household in the 
village’

December 2012 
‘The first full colour 8-page edition’

I am grateful for loan of the older editions of the 
Merriott Messenger from the Merriott Heritage 
Trust.
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All Saints Church Services in SeptemberAll Saints Church Services in September
All at All Saints Merriott (unless stated otherwise)

Sunday 6th September
6.30pm Praise Service, Merriott Tithe Barn

Sunday 13th September
10.30am Communion Service

Sunday 20th September
10.30am Morning Prayer

Sunday 27rd September
9am Communion Service

Dates for Your Diaries
Sunday 11th October
11.30am Harvest Festival, ARK @ Egwood

Saturday 24th October
9am-1pm Church Work Party, Merriott Church

Somerset Mobile LibrarySomerset Mobile Library

The Mobile Library visits Merriott Church from 
10.50-11.10am on Tuesdays (monthly).

Upcoming visits: 1st September, 29th September, 
27th October, 24th November.
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Summer at ARK!Summer at ARK!
Happy Summer Everyone! There are lots of things coming up over the next few months; here are but a few, so please keep 
your eyes open locally and on social media.

We are very excited to be partaking in Somerset Art Weeks this year; our theme ‘Life in Willow’ will involve a murmuration 
of willow birds, created by all of our attendees, volunteers and staff. We will also have an installation of wire birds and 
another of ‘milk bottle’ birds, so it should be a stunning sight. We shall be open on Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons from 2-4pm during the Art Weeks, which run from 19th September until 4th October. We will also be
showcasing artwork from within our ARK community and running a silent auction of works from local professional artists in 
order to raise much needed funds, which enable us to support people of all ages and needs from within the local 
community. As such, if you know someone who may like to donate a piece of art to ARK, or are an artist yourself, we would 
be very grateful — all of our generous artists will be welcomed to showcase other artwork during this period too. Flower 
picking and refreshments will also be available.

Regular Activities:
Tai Chi: 
Mondays, 9.30-10.30am, £5.

Community Lunches in Merriott Village Hall: 
Every other Tuesday (1st, 15th, etc.), £6 for two courses 
— must book via ARK.

Health Walks: 
Every 2nd and 4th Thursday, 10.30am from ARK for 
approx. 1 hour, free of charge.

Grief Support Group: 
1st Tuesday of each month — 1st September onwards.

We would to thank everyone for their ongoing and steadfast support — we really do appreciate it.

More information can be found on our website: www.arkategwood.com
ARK at Egwood
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Arcus Physiotherapy provides expert, evidence-based assessment, 
treatment and rehabilitation for a wide range of musculoskeletal 
conditions, injuries and persistent pain. Whether you’re recovering 
from a recent sports injury, struggling with longstanding aches, or 
looking to improve your mobility and function, we’re here to help you 
achieve your goals.

At Arcus Physiotherapy, every patient receives a personalised 
assessment and treatment plan tailored to their individual needs, 
lifestyle and ambitions. We believe that successful rehabilitation goes 
beyond simply treating symptoms. Our holistic approach focuses on 
identifying the root cause of your problem, reducing pain, restoring 
movement and building long-term strength to help prevent future 
injuries.

With extensive NHS experience alongside high-level sports 
rehabilitation, we combine the latest evidence-based practice with 
practical, hands-on care to deliver the highest standard of treatment. 
Whether you’re an athlete aiming to return to competition, an active 
individual wanting to stay fit, or someone looking to move more 
comfortably in everyday life, we’re committed to supporting you 
throughout your recovery.

Our services include comprehensive physiotherapy assessments, 
personalised rehabilitation programmes, sports massage and 
return-to-activity support — all delivered in a friendly, professional
environment.

Based at The Archie Gooch Pavilion in Ilminster, Arcus Physiotherapy is 
proud to serve Ilminster and the surrounding communities. 

Our mission is simple: to help you recover stronger, move better and 
perform at your best.

Arcus Physiotherapy

A Warm Welcome to Our New Sponsor, Arcus PhysiotherapyA Warm Welcome to Our New Sponsor, Arcus Physiotherapy
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22 Shiremoor Hill: Notification of intent to fell 1 tree within a conservation area. 26/01827/TCA Status: Awaiting decision.

Zephyrine Cottage, Shiremoor Hill: Replacement of 5 Existing windows. 26/01799/LBC Status: Awaiting decision.

Merriott Pharmacy, 2 Broadway: Prior approval for Proposed Change of use of Hairdresser (Class E) to Residential Dwelling 
(C3). 26/01669/P3MA Status: Awaiting decision.

The Old Bakehouse, 1 Church Street: Notification of intent to carry out tree surgery to 1 tree within a conservation area. 
26/01652/TCA Status: Awaiting decision.

Land South of Church Street: Discharge of No7 (Biodiversity Enhancement Plan) of Planning Application 23/00296/REM. 
26/01620/DOC1 Status: Awaiting decision.

The Old Vicarage, Church Street: Notification of intent to fell and replace 1 tree within a Conservation area. 26/01417/TCA 
Status: Application permitted.

Planning ApplicationsPlanning Applications

For further information, go to Somerset.gov.uk and “Search for planning application”.

Marion Biggs



Climate Change Committee — 24th June 2026Climate Change Committee — 24th June 2026
In the April edition of the Messenger I was commenting about the terribly wet winter we suffered in the previous six 
months. Now we have recently suffered the highest temperatures ever recorded in the UK, as well as two heatwaves which 
makes living and sleeping very difficult. This mixture of extremely wet, followed by extremely hot weather, is something 
we are going to have to get used to according to the experts. It is a weather pattern which was predicted for decades, if we 
continue to pump greenhouse gases (mainly carbon dioxide and methane) into the atmosphere.

Whilst the UK is a relatively minor contributor (about 2% in world terms) to greenhouse gas emissions, compared to others 
such as China, the United States and India, there are those who say why should we bother to make any effort to reduce our 
contribution to emissions? The answer is that if we do not try, we are no example to the world as to how it should behave. 
China and India are doing their best to reduce emissions whilst the United States is going in totally the wrong direction. We, 
along with many other countries, need to show, by example, if and how we are to save the world from ever-more chaotic 
weather.

The Climate Change Committee, which was established more than three decades ago to advise the UK Government on 
greenhouse gas emissions, has recently published their assessment of how the UK is doing in meeting its objective of 
reducing its emissions of greenhouse gases to zero by 2050 (Progress in reducing emissions: 2026 report to Parliament, 24th 

June 2026) — the burden of the report is that we are not going fast enough towards our target. Between 1990 and 2025 
the UK reduced its total greenhouse emissions by 50% in 35 years. However, another 50% of levels in 1990 need to be
eliminated in the next 25 years if the UK is to meet its target of zero emissions in 2050. Most of the reduction to date has 
come from switching electricity generation from coal and oil to gas, wind and solar.

In particular, the report says that the UK needs to be more ambitious in planning for electrification. This will require 
continuing progress towards low-carbon (and lower cost) electricity, as well as more effort to increase the number of 
electric vehicles (particularly vans) and heat pumps for domestic use, and more industrial electrification. The report also 
emphasises that progress in the fields of agriculture, land use and aviation in reducing greenhouse emissions are going too 
slowly.

After the recent fossil fuel price increases caused by the Iran War, a household with a gas boiler and a petrol car now pays 
four times more than a household with a heat pump and an electric car. For a household with an oil boiler and a diesel car, 
they pay ten times more. The incentive for domestic consumers to rely more on electrical appliances and vehicles is now 
considerable.

John Bowman
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Merriott Heritage Trust 

10 Lower Street 

Visit us and become an archeologist 

Saturday September 5th  

10.00 to 12.00 

Activities for children and adults 

 

We would love to see any of your finds 
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Donations and Assistance RequestedDonations and Assistance Requested
It is September again and RAFT (Refugee Aid from Taunton) seeks unwanted warm winter clothing (clean and washable) 
and suitable winter footwear for men, women, teenagers, children and babies — all sizes; new underwear and toiletries 
for all; unused medical supplies; disability aids; nursing bras and maternity clothes; blankets and sleeping bags are always 
needed.

RAFT has been seeking donations since 2015 when Syrians first began fleeing Assad’s civil war and I, as part of the newly 
formed Refugee Support Group, South Somerset made my first delivery of donations to them ten years ago this month. The 
group also organised fundraising events, including those for overseas charities. For example: concerts, quizzes, supper 
evenings, coffee mornings, Burns’ nights, a stall at country fairs, and Music in the Meadow on a Sunday afternoon in 
summer each year. Such events gradually ceased as caring duties, ill health and other projects diminished our numbers.

However, I continued accepting and collecting donations, storing them and, finally, delivering a car load to Raft. I am very 
grateful to the editors of local magazines who published my articles regularly and to the great number of thoughtful, kind 
people who responded and have donated goods over the years, some regularly since the beginning. Now I am seeking 
someone, or perhaps two together, to assist — particularly with driving during winter months, as my health becomes less 
reliable, and who, if possible, could slowly take over the project from me. I particularly do not want to suddenly leave
everything in chaos, and I would prefer it not just to cease while still needed.

With grateful thanks — Geraldine Downey.
Tel: 01460 271358

Geraldine Downey
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Changes of Boundaries for ElectionsChanges of Boundaries for Elections
Times of change... We have all been used to the changes which are being made to many of the services and organisations 
we use, such as banks, schools, health care facilities, transport and faith communities. Some of these changes happen for 
'business' reasons — maybe usage changes and financial factors. For other facilities, changes are made for a variety of 
reasons, but nearly always these happen and are, very largely, above and beyond our control.

An example of a national organisation introducing change is the role of the Boundary Commission in determining local 
boundaries for all levels of government. Their decisions affect Parliamentary (Westminster) constituencies and local 
government (councils), including Parish and Town Councils.

The latest Boundary Commission Review of Somerset, recently completed, has revised the areas for elections and numbers 
of councillors, affecting Merriott. This has resulted in Merriott now becoming part of the Crewkerne North and Merriott
Division/Ward for Somerset Council with a single councillor.  Merriott will no longer be part of the (current) South 
Petherton and Islemoor Division for which there are 2 Councillors (which has also been changed) for the next Somerset 
elections, due to take place in May 2027.

There are no changes to Parish Councils and there will be an election for Merriott Parish Council in Spring 2027. 
Sue Weeks
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Poppy’s Mobile 
Hairdresser’s 

Experienced hairdresser for 
over 30 years, If your hair 
needs my attention then  

please call me (Annie) on 
07721 867 791 

Haselbury Mill

Sunday
Carvery
Available Every Sunday

From 12pm 
From £13.50 Per Person

01460 77095 | info@haselburymill.co.uk | www.haselburymill.co.uk
Haselbury Mill, Haselbury Plucknett, TA18 7NY

Compost, Manure, 
Top Soil, Mulch, 

Logs, & Chippings

01308 863 054 
chedingtoncompost.co.uk

Mobile - 07818697423
Telephone - 01823 975372


