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Cream Tea, Brass Bands and

On a sunny afternoon in mid-June the ARK was definitely th
place to be! Set up with marquees and sun-shades, wex 5
entertained by the Stoke-Sub-Hamdon Brass Band :/vhile o
tucked in to homemade cakes and scones with jam and c‘::am

The band were .amazing, playing all sorts of music, not just
nyAI’ lfsual, traditional stuff. It was so lovely to see so many
enjoying the afternoon — a quintessential British experience!

There }\;vas also Pimms, with lashings of fruit and ice, to
quench your thirst; and, o
g of course, a raffle... Who doesn tlove

Merriott Messenger Information

Your editorial team: John Bowman 74077 - Chair, Paula Bateman 07856 559502 - Distribution, Peter Bryans 78182 -
Distribution, Alyssa Maxwell-Healey 07804 678444 - Editor, Eric Vose 351857 - Treasurer, Alan Wiseman 74518 - Designated
Safeguarding Lead
Email: merriottmessenger@gmail.com
The information and views in the Merriott Messenger are those provided by the named individual contributors and are not
necessarily supported by the Editorial Team. Whilst every effort is made to ensure the information given is accurate, the
Merriott Messenger cannot accept responsibility for any errors or omissions. Back issues of Merriott Messenger (February
2016 - August 2026) can be found on the Parish website: https://merriottpc.org.uk/the-merriott-messenger

Copy date for the October issue is 10" September.




merriottmessenger@gmail.com

It is 20 years since the Messenger appeared in its
present form. Originally, in its previous form, the
Messenger was a quarterly village newsletter
produced in black and white in an A5 format.
Because it was produced so infrequently, it missed a
lot of news items and also the opportunity to
advertise a considerable number of events, except
for those occurring a long while ahead.

A village such as Merriott, with a population over
2200, needed a regular means of advertising and
reporting on local activities. It was Brigadier Mullins
(chairman of the Parish Council at that time) who
encouraged several residents, myself included, to set
about producing a more regular publication,
providing notice of and reporting on village
activities. The Parish Council wished to become a
Quality Council and to do this it needed a means of
reporting its news and activities regularly.

The Merriott Messenger was partly supported
financially for several years by the Parish Council.

In 2015, the Parish Council wished the Merriott
Messenger to become independent and rely solely
on financial support from local supporters. This was
the case until around 18 months ago, when the rise
in print costs for larger editions meant that a grant
from the Parish Council was necessary to produce
larger editions — we are grateful to the Council for
their recent support.

With financial support from both the Parish Council
and local businesses, the Merriott Messenger was
born on a more regular basis. At first, it was
produced in black, white, and one colour (blue) for
only ten months (missing August and January) a
year. It was well-supported by village traders and
residents, and over the years it has been produced
eleven months a year (still missing January) in
colour. In the early years, an issue consisted of eight
A4 pages; but, as financial support increased,
occasional issues now consist of twelve A4 pages.

The Team producing the Messenger were aware
that the church also produced ‘The Link’ monthly.
Attempts were made through the Vicar at the time
to find a way of producing one publication for the
village, whilst providing a way of showing that the
church was independent of the Parish Council and
village residents. For various reasons, this was not
possible.

The aim was to provide a monthly delivery of the
Messenger to every address in the village. The Team
has been very fortunate that 30 to 40 residents have
been willing to deliver the newsletter, free of charge,
on a monthly basis to fulfil this objective.

The Team are also volunteers; apart from printing
costs, the only person who is part-time employed
by the Messenger is the Editor. For the past 25 years
we have had 7 different editors — all of whom have
been excellent and contributed to improving the

The Merriott Messenger As We Know It, 20 Years and Counting

THE MERRIOTT MESSENGER
The Voice of the Village

MARCH 2000

PARISH PRECEPT

The Parish precept for 2000/01 has been set at £16,500. This

is against £13,000 for the current year and ensures that the
£10,000 raised over the last three years towards the Millennium
Green project will be preserved until it is known whether the
scheme will go ahead. If it does not, the Council will review
the position. Provision has been made in the 2000/01 budget

for grants of £3,300 and £2,000 respectively towards the new com-
munity pavilion and the Play Project's proposed assault course

on the Recreation Ground, both without commitment at this stage.

GRANTS TO OTHER ORGANISATIONS

Each year the Parish Council set aside a sum of money in their
budget for grants to organisations which provide facilities or
services of benefit to Merriott residents. Any organisation
wishing to be considered should put their request in writing to
The Clerk, Grey Abbey Lodge, North Perrott, TA18 7SE. Closing
date 28th April. Requests should be accompanied by a summary
of their current financial position and how the grant will be
used if successful. The allocation is usually made in November,
as it was in 1999. This year grants will be allocated in May.
If you have recently received a grant please do not hesitate to
apply again.

MERRIOTT ON THE INTERNET

The District Council have invited the Parish Council to include
information on their webpage which has pages of information spec—
ific to all towns and villages in the District. Suggestions

are description/history/items of interest about the Parish, or
events which may be added through the "What's On" facility, photo-
graphs (if supplied electronically, help is available to convert),
newsletters. Absolutely free. Anyone interested please contact
the Clerk to the Parish Council in the first instance (01460 72996)

BLAKE MEMORIAL HALL 75th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 17th JUNE 2000

Anyone who has photographs, postcards and/or memorabilia apper-
taining to the Hall, and events that have taken place there over
its lifetime, are asked if they would be prepared to loan them

to the Hall Management Committee for the proposed Exhibition and
Open Day that will form part of its commemoration in June 2000.

Of particular interest would be photographs of the front of the
Hall together with the lawn areas showing the original flagpole.

Similar material covering the entire village is also keenly sought
in order to stimulate a wider interest and complete the Community
Council's Millennium Open Day, also to be held in the Memorial
Hall on 17th June. Details concerning security and property
safeguards, and any further information can be obtained from Len
Weeks (tel. no. 73091).

THE VILLAGE FUN DAY will be on 20th May.

MARCH 2006
News from the Parish Council

There is no news from the Parish Council this month but please
read the minutes on the board by the Coop or in the information
Centre.

[ Dates for your Diary
All Saints Church Merriott Summer Fete - fun for all the family - will be
held this year on Saturday 8th July between 12 noon and 4pm.
Stalls - side shows and much more
Further details in the July Merriott Messenger and, of course,
in the monthly Benefice news.

New for You Sale
A new for you sale will be held on Saturday 25th Marc
10.00am - 12 noon in the Tithe Barn.
[any clothes books etc to Margaret Oliver,
Cherry Tree Cottage Church Street before the event.]

Easter Bingo )
There will be an Easter Bingo on Tuesday 4th April at the - 0\.

6)[ N, Social Club Merriott. %(_,
CO/ Doors open at 7.30pm for 8.00pm start. ?)\
Craft Workshop

Easter Good Friday 14th April at 9.00am there will be a craft workshop
at the Church - to all you children, do bring your parents and have
breakfast! This will be followed by a Family Service
at 10.00am to 10.45am with Hot Cross Buns to finish

MERRIOTT MESSENGER PAGE 2
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quality of the Messenger.

The Messenger is produced for the village. The Team,
which has a constitution and safeguarding policy, meets
monthly to agree the content of the following month’s
issue. We are highly dependent on residents for their
contributions, since it is the community which is served
by the publication. From time to time, the Team has
consulted the residents to learn what the content
should be. We have also tried to keep the printing
costs low by comparing costs from alternative printers
— currently, the printers are based in North Devon.
The Editor sends them the finalised copy by email and

OCTOBER 2006
THE NEW MERRIOT MESSENGER

Welcome to the new look Merriott Messenger. Not only has the page size increased and colour introduced,
but also the Messenger will be published monthly. However, the editions for the holiday months of July/
August and December/January will be combined, making a total of ten issues annually. The main aims of
the Messengeris to inform the readers of what the Parish Council is doing to benefit the Community; to
advise what imminent activities could affect the village and to give details of forthcoming events. We also
want to make it an entertaining read!

Nine hundred copies of each addition will be printed, which will be sufficient for every household. The
Messenger Will be free but we also want to keep advertising to a minimum. Therefore, we are seeking ten
sponsors who will be mentioned as sponsors in every edition and in turn have a prominent advert annually.
If any more businesses are interested in becoming sponsors please contact a member of the Editorial Panel
or the Parish Clerk. If the new Messenger is successful we plan to extend its content, but like most things
in life it will depend on money, thus sponsorship! The Editorial Panel is grateful to the Parish Council and
business sponsors who are already providing financial support. Our special thanks go to the volunteers who
have distributed the Messenger in the past, many of whom will continue to do so. The late Labour Minister,
Aneurin Bevan, once said, “I read the newspapers avidly. It is my one source of continuous fiction”. “Zhe

the printed issue is delivered to Merriott Post Office a
few days later, then the deliverers perform their very
important task of giving every address a copy. Over the
years, our Editor has produced the issue from as far
away as South Africa and the USA — the wonders of
modern technology!

The Team thank you for consistently reading and
supporting the Merriott Messenger, we hope you will
enjoy this edition and many more to come!

John Bowman — The Merriott Messenger

March 2000
‘A two-sided A4 sheet from the turn of the
century’

March 2006
‘An 8-page A5 edition which was produced
quarterly’

October 2006

‘A new 4-page A4 edition — produced 10 months
a year and delivered to every household in the
village’

December 2012
‘The first full colour 8-page edition’

I am grateful for loan of the older editions of the
Merriott Messenger from the Merriott Heritage
Trust.

Merriott Messenger” will give  you the facts!

~a@f) NEWS FROM THE PARISH
COUNCIL

Calling All Young People

The Parish Council would like to improve the look of
the entrance to Merriott from both ends of The
Broadway. The name could be on a decorated sign,
carved hamstone or something more novel. Flowers
would be a good idea but who would maintain them
and would they be vandalised? Cost could be a factor
but we can worry about that later!

We invite any person of school age to submit their
design for the entrance of the village to the Village
Information Centre (Open Tuesday and Thursday
mornings, next to the Garage.) There will be a
worthy prize for the runner up.

Calling All Older People

The Parish Council is to sponsor a pictorial history of
Merriott. If you have any photos of old Merriott, its
personalities or an article or anecdote which you
think could be included, please drop them in to the
Village Information Centre (see above). We will
record your details for return of the photos or
articles in the future.

Current Projects

In summary the main responsibilities of the Parish
Council are to represent the Community and to
undertake local administration.

Boundaries

The Council strongly objected to a proposal from
Crewkerne Council to extend the town boundary to
embrace Higher and LowerEasthams down to the
River Parrett and to include some land north of the
A30. In July the Chairman represented the Parish
Council’s view at a meeting of the SSDC Parish

Merry Christmas
to you all

We would like to wish all our readers a very Happy
Prosperous New Year.

A big thank you, also, to our distributors who ensure that the
the village each month.

Merriott M

is delivered tt gl

Finally, thank you to our sponsors for their continued support, for

which we are very grateful.
Merry Christmas!

Boundary Committee, which resulted in the
Committee unanimously rejecting the Crewkerne
planned takeover! This decision now goes to the full
SSDC for ratification.

Recreational Ground

The tennis courts will have new nets, new boundary
netting and an acrylic surface. Illumination will also
be provided allowing the facility to be used in the
evenings. When not booked by tennis players, the
area can also be used for other sports.

New Pavilion

A planning application has been submitted for a new
pavilion. The building is attractive and will feature
changing facilities for all sports, showers, a kitchen,
social room and internal and public toilets. The
building is expected to cost in the order of £180,000,
which will come mainly from the sports clubs,
external grants and sponsors. (The plans will be on
display when passed). Unfortunately the current
building has to be demolished on grounds of safety.
Development

The new housing on the recreational ground is
progressing well. Readers are reminded that the sale
of this land will not only provide a house for the
village hall caretaker, but has also resulted in some
£40,000 being generated for future expenditure on
the rec.

Web Site

The Parish Council (PC) is producing a Web Page
which will contain the latest PC agenda, Minutes and
details of Councillors as well as other information.
We hope to have a web address by the next issue of
the Messenger. Finally, please remember that
the PC meets on the 1st Monday of each
month, in the Village Hall. The public session
starts at 7.30pm and all are welcome.

www.merriottvillage.org.uk
Delivered FREE to 1,000 Homes

Christmas and

Pantomines from the Past

\#

Aladdin, 1970

the original programmes from the time.

which put on numerous successful

There was a thriving amateur dramatics group in Merriott throughout the 1960s and 1970s

Babes in the Wood, 1968

Courtesy of the Merriott History Group, here are some fabulous photographs of Merriott i
Junior Drama Group Productions. Do you recognise anyone?! You can also see images of ...

"BaBes

here (and

Inside

Community Oil
Scheme

Christmas Bazaar

be advertised.

A Christmas
Carol

etc.
Art Exhibition

Review

1

another on page 3). You can see more photos and get details of cast lists by logging onto the
History Group website: www.merriottlocalhistorygroup.co.uk.

Parish Council News

At the November meeting we welcomed Jessica Vale, our clerk for the next three months, who can
be contacted on the usual email address merriott-clerk@hotmail.co.uk . or by phone 01935 477344
Pavilion: At the extra meeting in October details of the plans for the new Pavilion had been agreed
and the architect has submitted the planning application. An invitation to tender for work will soon

—including the

@@’

We would like any potential users of the new facility, clubs or individuals, to contact us please to
indicate how often you may need the hall. It can be used for sports, parties, classes, meetings

GP Surgery: By the time you read this, a decision should have been taken by the District Council, on
the Moorlands Rarns (inc GP Surgery) application

MERRIOTT MESSENGER PAGE 3
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ACES * BEAUTIFUL MUSIC « EVERYONE WE’-COME N
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) v TEST YOUR GENERAL KNOWLEDGE WHILE SAMPLING
? a A TASTY DESSERT OR TWO IN AID OF FUNDS FOR
ALL SAINTS CHURCH, MERRIOTT.

oo QUIZ & PUDDING
G NIGHT

JUST Joy!
\ v First dessert free
g Seconds/thirds for a voluntary donation
3‘3‘ n 4 * Licenced Bar & Raffle
MAKEFRIENDS  UFTYOURSPRTS  SOMETANG SPECIAL - ALL WELCONE. Under 16s free
Sing, laugh and Music is good Share the joy of No experience needed —
connect H for the soul i songinourcommunity : justcome as you are! Sat 14 Nov | 7'00 PM
— COME AND SING WITH US! = . .
- L) -~
TERM TIME FORTNIGHTLY on WEDNESDAYS 7:00 ~ 8:30PM Merriott Tithe Barn
v AT iﬁ_R.sr,I::ﬁ?sthcsﬁzaEcmegEzgéfon v Contact Mark Bunting Churchwarden for info/tickets
n More voices. More joy. Mere music. markjbunting@gmail.com / 07799 736857

WE CAN'T WAIT TO MEET YOU! @

All Saints Church Services in September

All at All Saints Merriott (unless stated otherwise)

Sunday 6" September
6.30pm Praise Service, Merriott Tithe Barn

Sunday 13t September
10.30am Communion Service

Sunday 20 September
10.30am Morning Prayer

Sunday 27" September
9am Communion Service

Dates for Your Diaries

Sunday 11*" October
11.30am Harvest Festival, ARK @ Egwood

Saturday 24" October
9am-1pm Church Work Party, Merriott Church

Somerset Mobile Library

The Mobile Library visits Merriott Church from
10.50-11.10am on Tuesdays (monthly).

Upcoming visits: 1° September, 29" September,
27" October, 24" November.

MERRIOTT MESSENGER PAGE 4
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Summer at ARK!

Happy Summer Everyone! There are lots of things coming up over the next few months; here are but a few, so please keep
your eyes open locally and on social media.

Regular Activities:

Tai Chi:

Mondays, 9.30-10.30am, £5.

Community Lunches in Merriott Village Hall:

Every other Tuesday (1, 15 etc.), £6 for two courses
— must book via ARK.

Health Walks:
Every 2" and 4" Thursday, 10.30am from ARK for
approx. 1 hour, free of charge.

Grief Support Group:
1°* Tuesday of each month — 1°* September onwards.

We are very excited to be partaking in Somerset Art Weeks this year; our theme ‘Life in Willow’ will involve a murmuration
of willow birds, created by all of our attendees, volunteers and staff. We will also have an installation of wire birds and
another of ‘milk bottle’ birds, so it should be a stunning sight. We shall be open on Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday
afternoons from 2-4pm during the Art Weeks, which run from 19" September until 4*" October. We will also be
showecasing artwork from within our ARK community and running a silent auction of works from local professional artists in
order to raise much needed funds, which enable us to support people of all ages and needs from within the local
community. As such, if you know someone who may like to donate a piece of art to ARK, or are an artist yourself, we would
be very grateful — all of our generous artists will be welcomed to showcase other artwork during this period too. Flower
picking and refreshments will also be available.

We would to thank everyone for their ongoing and steadfast support — we really do appreciate it.
More information can be found on our website: www.arkategwood.com

ARK at Egwood

MERRIOTT MESSENGER PAGE 5
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The morethe Merriott.

A friendly community club in the heart of the village. A quiet drink, a game of
pool, or a full-blown club night — no membership required. Family & dog friendly.

A non-profit, run by volunteers,
for the village.

Merriott Social Venue is kept alive entirely by a committee of volunteers
and our friendly bar staff. We're always looking for more hands on deck

— if you fancy helping out, just ask at the bar.
STREET PARTY, LOWER STREET

Times can vary — check at the bar or our socials for

What'c on, every week oot

MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN

Bingo Night Karate Free Pool Karate Live events Live events Quiz Night
Eyes down! All ages All evening All ages monthly monthly Doors 7pm

Open Mic
3rd Wed/month

Open every day — membership not required. We also host skittles, darts & pool league matches, plus street parties and seasonal socials
through the year.

HIRE THE VENUE
Let us host it for you.

Weddings, birthdays, wakes, christenings — your day, your way.
Regular hire from £25 — book online at
merriottsocialvenue.co.uk

LARGE CAPACITY FULL BAR ON SITE DANCE FLOOR

™, 71 Lower Street, Merriott, Somerset TA16 5NP
07471593040 - merriottsocialvenue@gmail.com

The more the Merriott. tiae Ewae] s

WEBSITE INSTAGRAM FACEBOOK
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A Warm Welcome to Our New Sponsor, Arcus Physiotherapy

Arcus Physiotherapy provides expert, evidence-based assessment, s o9
treatment and rehabilitation for a wide range of musculoskeletal 23 2
conditions, injuries and persistent pain. Whether you’re recovering %

from a recent sports injury, struggling with longstanding aches, or
looking to improve your mobility and function, we’re here to help you
achieve your goals.

At Arcus Physiotherapy, every patient receives a personalised
assessment and treatment plan tailored to their individual needs,
lifestyle and ambitions. We believe that successful rehabilitation goes
beyond simply treating symptoms. Our holistic approach focuses on
identifying the root cause of your problem, reducing pain, restoring
movement and building long-term strength to help prevent future
injuries.

With extensive NHS experience alongside high-level sports
rehabilitation, we combine the latest evidence-based practice with
practical, hands-on care to deliver the highest standard of treatment.
Whether you’re an athlete aiming to return to competition, an active
individual wanting to stay fit, or someone looking to move more
comfortably in everyday life, we’re committed to supporting you
throughout your recovery.

Our services include comprehensive physiotherapy assessments,
personalised rehabilitation programmes, sports massage and
return-to-activity support — all delivered in a friendly, professional
environment.

Based at The Archie Gooch Pavilion in liminster, Arcus Physiotherapy is
proud to serve lIminster and the surrounding communities.

Our mission is simple: to help you recover stronger, move better and
perform at your best.

Arcus Physiotherapy

Merriott Service Station

In association with Premier

®
===
@ Premier
a great deal more from your local store

Thank you for all your support over the last year!

TEXACO.

We continue to work hard to bring you top-quality products, great value, and a friendly local
service every single day.

Stop by to check out our special offer shelf, grab your daily groceries, or enjoy a fresh Costa Coffee.
We have Barrett Bros butcher’s meat delivered fresh daily, hot food, ice creams, gifts, toys, coal,
logs, gas, BBQ items, newspapers, stationery, etc.

We also have your car covered with Texaco high-quality fuels (including E5 grade for older
vehicles & performance cars), AdBlue, car accessories, and cleaning supplies.

'z' Helping Dogs & Cats in Need:

All profit from our pet products goes to Pennypaws Rescue.

Best Wishes
Phil & Michelle

MERRIOTT MESSENGER PAGE 7
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Merriott Camera Club
and
Heritage Trust

MERRIOTT VILLAGE HALL | ° R S JOINT EXHIBITION

(A CHARITABLE INCORPORATED ORGANISATION)

A celebration of
photography and
village history

Fully equipped, multi-use hall available for hire in the village of
Merriott. This light and spacious hall can be booked for weekly
sessions for that special occasion! We have availability in our timetable
for those wishing to run regular user groups during the week.
Additionally, we have weekend dates which are available for events
throughout the year.

Merriott Village

Hall, 26th and 27th
Large main hall with production stage, PA system, c/w hearing loop, September 2026,

WIFI and Bluetooth for streaming purposes. Eco-friendly and 10am to 4pm

Rofi 1

ie’s Cakes and Bakes

temperature controlled venue. Fully equipped kitchen, discreet

s available from M

meeting room (can be hired separately), parking with accessible

entrances and toilets facilities.
CONTACT US NOW FOR MORE INFORMATION

To arrange a viewing or booking contact Michelle on:
merriottvillagehall@gmail.com
01460 72508
Website: merriottvillagehall.org.uk

Find us on Facebook to see the current timetable and upcoming events!

Planning Applications
22 Shiremoor Hill: Notification of intent to fell 1 tree within a conservation area. 26/01827/TCA Status: Awaiting decision.
Zephyrine Cottage, Shiremoor Hill: Replacement of 5 Existing windows. 26/01799/LBC Status: Awaiting decision.

Merriott Pharmacy, 2 Broadway: Prior approval for Proposed Change of use of Hairdresser (Class E) to Residential Dwelling
(C3). 26/01669/P3MA Status: Awaiting decision.

The Old Bakehouse, 1 Church Street: Notification of intent to carry out tree surgery to 1 tree within a conservation area.
26/01652/TCA Status: Awaiting decision.

Land South of Church Street: Discharge of No7 (Biodiversity Enhancement Plan) of Planning Application 23/00296/REM.
26/01620/DOC1 Status: Awaiting decision.

The Old Vicarage, Church Street: Notification of intent to fell and replace 1 tree within a Conservation area. 26/01417/TCA
Status: Application permitted.

For further information, go to Somerset.gov.uk and “Search for planning application”.

Marion Biggs

MERRIOTT MESSENGER PAGE 8
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Climate Change Committee — 24" June 2026

In the April edition of the Messenger | was commenting about the terribly wet winter we suffered in the previous six
months. Now we have recently suffered the highest temperatures ever recorded in the UK, as well as two heatwaves which
makes living and sleeping very difficult. This mixture of extremely wet, followed by extremely hot weather, is something
we are going to have to get used to according to the experts. It is a weather pattern which was predicted for decades, if we
continue to pump greenhouse gases (mainly carbon dioxide and methane) into the atmosphere.

Whilst the UK is a relatively minor contributor (about 2% in world terms) to greenhouse gas emissions, compared to others
such as China, the United States and India, there are those who say why should we bother to make any effort to reduce our
contribution to emissions? The answer is that if we do not try, we are no example to the world as to how it should behave.
China and India are doing their best to reduce emissions whilst the United States is going in totally the wrong direction. We,
along with many other countries, need to show, by example, if and how we are to save the world from ever-more chaotic
weather.

The Climate Change Committee, which was established more than three decades ago to advise the UK Government on
greenhouse gas emissions, has recently published their assessment of how the UK is doing in meeting its objective of
reducing its emissions of greenhouse gases to zero by 2050 (Progress in reducing emissions: 2026 report to Parliament, 24t
June 2026) — the burden of the report is that we are not going fast enough towards our target. Between 1990 and 2025
the UK reduced its total greenhouse emissions by 50% in 35 years. However, another 50% of levels in 1990 need to be
eliminated in the next 25 years if the UK is to meet its target of zero emissions in 2050. Most of the reduction to date has
come from switching electricity generation from coal and oil to gas, wind and solar.

In particular, the report says that the UK needs to be more ambitious in planning for electrification. This will require
continuing progress towards low-carbon (and lower cost) electricity, as well as more effort to increase the number of
electric vehicles (particularly vans) and heat pumps for domestic use, and more industrial electrification. The report also
emphasises that progress in the fields of agriculture, land use and aviation in reducing greenhouse emissions are going too
slowly.

After the recent fossil fuel price increases caused by the Iran War, a household with a gas boiler and a petrol car now pays
four times more than a household with a heat pump and an electric car. For a household with an oil boiler and a diesel car,
they pay ten times more. The incentive for domestic consumers to rely more on electrical appliances and vehicles is now
considerable.

John Bowman

ST

b H

(]| E=E Yl

Merriott Heritage Trust

10 Lower Street

Visit us and become an archeologist
Saturday September 5"
10.00 to 12.00

Activities for children and adults

We would love to see any of your finds
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Quiz
Test your knowledge Please could you spare the morning,
and win great prizes!

an hour or even half an hour to help
m g{.’gggﬁlMAN 5 spruce up the church and th‘
o e ™ churchyard?
Fidnt g There will be jobs to do both inside
@ (T;é\mER YOUR and out with plenty of tea, coffee and
Teans o up 106 el SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 5 h ﬁ ) ﬂ cake to keep you going / \ T
) 7
@ oA & RAFFLE @© 6.30 FOR 7 p.M. \
Great prizes to be won! e MERRIOTT VILLAGE HALL ": you WOUld I.Ike to knOW more, please

0 £12.50

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT
BUDGENS AND MERRIOTT SERVICE STATION

ALL PROCEEDS TO
:«}‘-’b CANCER

,-s RESEARCH
UK

markjbuntmg@gmall com
] 1 c_)

FOR ENQUIRIES / TICKETS

contact Mark Bunting, Churchwarden. g
‘ 01460 76553 / 07799 736857 |
07752 893891

Donations and Assistance Requested

It is September again and RAFT (Refugee Aid from Taunton) seeks unwanted warm winter clothing (clean and washable)
and suitable winter footwear for men, women, teenagers, children and babies — all sizes; new underwear and toiletries
for all; unused medical supplies; disability aids; nursing bras and maternity clothes; blankets and sleeping bags are always
needed.

RAFT has been seeking donations since 2015 when Syrians first began fleeing Assad’s civil war and |, as part of the newly
formed Refugee Support Group, South Somerset made my first delivery of donations to them ten years ago this month. The
group also organised fundraising events, including those for overseas charities. For example: concerts, quizzes, supper
evenings, coffee mornings, Burns’ nights, a stall at country fairs, and Music in the Meadow on a Sunday afternoon in
summer each year. Such events gradually ceased as caring duties, ill health and other projects diminished our numbers.

However, | continued accepting and collecting donations, storing them and, finally, delivering a car load to Raft. | am very
grateful to the editors of local magazines who published my articles regularly and to the great number of thoughtful, kind
people who responded and have donated goods over the years, some regularly since the beginning. Now | am seeking
someone, or perhaps two together, to assist — particularly with driving during winter months, as my health becomes less
reliable, and who, if possible, could slowly take over the project from me. | particularly do not want to suddenly leave
everything in chaos, and | would prefer it not just to cease while still needed.

With grateful thanks — Geraldine Downey.
Tel: 01460 271358

Geraldine Downey
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merriottmessenger@gmail.com

Changes of Boundaries for Elections

Times of change... We have all been used to the changes which are being made to many of the services and organisations
we use, such as banks, schools, health care facilities, transport and faith communities. Some of these changes happen for
'business' reasons — maybe usage changes and financial factors. For other facilities, changes are made for a variety of
reasons, but nearly always these happen and are, very largely, above and beyond our control.

An example of a national organisation introducing change is the role of the Boundary Commission in determining local
boundaries for all levels of government. Their decisions affect Parliamentary (Westminster) constituencies and local
government (councils), including Parish and Town Councils.

The latest Boundary Commission Review of Somerset, recently completed, has revised the areas for elections and numbers
of councillors, affecting Merriott. This has resulted in Merriott now becoming part of the Crewkerne North and Merriott
Division/Ward for Somerset Council with a single councillor. Merriott will no longer be part of the (current) South
Petherton and Islemoor Division for which there are 2 Councillors (which has also been changed) for the next Somerset
elections, due to take place in May 2027.

There are no changes to Parish Councils and there will be an election for Merriott Parish Council in Spring 2027.

Sue Weeks

xBe %
"+ - My Bestie Pet Shop &«

\ | Theshop forgowbest fnendv ﬁle"d{y %
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\l/

Premium Pet Food In the heart of
Toys & Treats 0 CREWKERNE ‘ ' 01460 77106 f

: The George Shopping Centre, /
Accessories & more! Crewkerne TA18 7LU Follow usS! -

TOWN CENTRE

Thank you to our sponsors for their support

[BUTCHERS| Barrett Bros.

MERRIOTT
AR VV, _ i } Butchers
HERITAGE TRUST REMOVAL SOLUTIONS = <N ]lgeléVerY tg SMGI‘EO“
10 Lower Street rlzgyl\jl[grke? tsuir i
Open Thursdays 10.00 to 12.00, Book a home app omntment Crewkerne ’
First Saturday of each month 10.00 to 12.00 today 0800 001 6608 Tel. 01460 72900
. . : www.earwaxremovalsolutions.com :
merriottheritagetrust@gmail.com Info@earwaxremovalsolutions.com www.barrettbros.co.uk
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Thank you to our sponsors for their support

Sports, Remedial &
Holistic Massage

Victoria Waight
Moorlands Court,
Merriott
07801 031 532

Massage for o healthy lifestyle

WindowMan

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

16 South Street
Crewkerne TA18 8DA
01460 200666
5% off our advertised price for
people of Merriott

CHEDINGTON

Compost, Manure,
Top Soil, Mulch,
Logs, & Chippings

(o

. 4 &

Experienced nurse offering ear
syringing in the comfort of your own
home
www.josmobileearsyringing.co.uk
07714436048

josmobileearsyringing@gmail.com
Facebook: Jo's Mobile Ear Syringing

NECTAR
ELECTRICAL

07943 278829
NectarElectrical.co.uk
00 -P 4= 22

O

GENERAL BUILDER
07976 597762
Jj.knibbs@hotmail.co.uk

JAYCEE

plumbing & heating

Heating Engineers
Boiler servicing and changes
Lpg / Oil / Gas-Safe
Laurel Cottage, Shiremoor Hill
07970 279778 / 07738 632746
Ansaphone: 01460 76000
Jayceeplumbing@gmail.com

-

Tree surgery, landscaping and
paddock maintaiance
01460 75296
www.fernservices.co.uk
info@fernservices.co.uk

Manor Farm -
N Your local farm
e shop
Lower Street,
Merriott TA16 SNP
Tel: 07963 102258
manorfarmsown
@gmail.com

CareQuality
Commission

Residential Care Home
built by the community
Orchard Vale, liminster, Somerset, TA19 OEX
Tel : 01460 52077

karen@vaughanieehouse.co.uk

. (]
beehive'
Self Storage & Removals

Secure self storage & removals
Competitive rates, easy &
flexible
01460 243100

lopen@bechiveselfstorage.co.uk
www.beehiveselfstorage.co.uk
Serviced Offices To Let

Budgens

HEREIN MERRIOTT TO MEET YOUR
EVERYDAY SHOPPING NEEDS
Open every day 7am to

10 pm (9pm Sundays)

3 Knapp, Merriott Tel:712248

R. A. Wicks Ltd

Fireplace Showroom, Flue
Lining and Multi Fuel
Stoves
01460 74612

Whatever your
legal needs,

talk to Everys.

T:01460 279279 ev

E:law@everys.co.uk
W: everys.co.uk

W

THE KINGS HEAD
M ERRIOTT

Tel: 01460 711500

Charlotte Hamlin
Merriott Childcare
OFSTED & PACEY registered
Full/part-time hours
Early years funding
Between 6.00am & 5.30pm
www.charlottehamlin.co.uk

W AULEVE

Sales lettings and property
management for both
residential and commercial

Reiki |-
eiki |
In Merriott
Assisting the Natural
Healing Process

and Supporting your Wellbeing

Please contact Suzy Langdon

bookings@ \%9&%) 01460 73361 RS o 037523:‘4319 '
i i 3 ‘ 07721018335 01460 78277 e Lo R i
kingsheadmerriott.co.uk ,074#61 097 Rl el < A
Careford Lodge Tom Merrick - !
Residential Home Electrical Contractor 7 Ni ) el Si 7\
Church Street Agricultural & Industrial Window, Giean. /” Y Arcus TREE AND GARDEN SERVICES
Contact Laura on No Job too small ENCOompany = PHYSIOTHERAPY All aSP;Ztri?lfnt;z; :lt(lgngarden
01460 75592 NAPIT approved contractor www.arcusphysiotherapy.co.uk info@arbtreeandgarden.co.uk
Carefordl()dge@ 01460 72757 Facebook - Arcus Physiotherapy 01460 77605 |
hotmail.co.uk 07980 686 160 Based in Ilminster - Archie Gooch Pavilion 07799 331805

Ross Harvey Ltd.
Buyer and seller
of low mileage cars
and vans
Broadway, Merriott

Office: 01460 279899

Andrew Sheppard

Appliance
Maintenance Services
Domestic Appliance Repairs
Tel: 01460 72211
Mob: 07970 744 115
www.appliancemaintenance.

Memorial Worx

HEADSTONE & MEMORIAL CARE
Cleaning - Re-levelling
Re-painting - Re-gilding

Merriott Parish Council
clerk@merriottpc.org
.uk
(@MerriottParishCouncil

NEW KITCHENS - REPLACEMENT DOORS.
GRANITE AND QUARTZ WORKSURFACES -
KITCHEN REFURBISHMENTS
SHOWROOM
NORTHOVER, ILCHESTER,
SOMERSET BA22 8LD
WWW. APKITCHENS.CO.UK
SALES@APKITCHENS.CO.UK

Mobile: 07789 951295 co.uk hello@memorialworx.co.uk N
B — ussseasss | WhIGH?) omescozor
Yoga with Paula
in Merri o 7 - |4
Moorlands ..np;gm.nfogf“m.co...: Merriott Pharmacy | [REQZRL life at home
P TONY MILES X Residential Home 8 5'7?4'5"3;';;7'1’“"”"; Free prescription Home care | Dementia Care
Moorlands Road collection & delivery | Live-in care

General Building and
Decorating Contractor

TEL: 07774886379
EMAIL: aamiles@hotmail.co.uk

Quality care for the elderly
Contact Jayne: 01460 74425

jayne.moorlands
@ritzicarehomes.co.uk

01460 72222
merriottpharmacy
(@hotmail.com

01935577030

Yeovil, Sherborne and Bridport

home
instead

Robert Frith

Optometrists
your local independent
Optician
FREE emergency appointments
under the NHS Somerset ACES
service
Chard 67771
Crewkerne 72964
Yeovil 01935 478463

CONTACT JOSEPH FOR A QUOTE:
'PHONE: 07355 151587
EMAIL: JOSEPHaIWBCARPENTRY.CO UK

J’ ; ; B~mn‘m'w&m'rcnt'ns

EVERMORE

PET CREMATION

Because every pet deserves
a dignified farewell.

evermorepetcremation.co.uk
Tel: 07842-551842

Poppy’s Mobile
Hairdresser’s
Experienced hairdresser for
over 30 years, If your hair
needs my attention then
please call me (Annie) on
07721 867 791

MARTIN&ECO

Letting, Investment and
Property Management for
S Somerset & W Dorset
01935 420555
yeovil@martinco.com
www.martincoyeovil.co.uk




