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Minutes of the Merriott Parish Council meeting held on Monday 11th May 2026, following the Annual Parish Meeting (APM) in the Community Pavilion
Those present:			
Cllr Jeremy Graham (JG/Chair)			Cllr Deb Matthewson (DM/Vice Chair)
Cllr Caroline Reed (CR)				Cllr David Aslett (DA)
Cllr Brian Rogers (BR)				Adam Dance MP (AD)
Somerset Cllr Steve Ashton (SA)

Apologies for absence:
Cllr Rich Tucker (RT) 
Cllr David Shillibier (DS)	

	
26/032	Public Open Sessions
The Chair opened the meeting at 19.48 following the Annual meeting
a. A resident was present and expressed an interest in becoming a Councillor on MPC. A brief overview of her background and interests was given and the Chair confirmed the process. It was agreed that a CV and declaration of eligibility to be a Councillor be sent to the Clerk and to be presented at the June meeting
b. AD presented an overview of actions undertaken for constituency residents. Information shared and discussed where as follows:
· The money invested in Yeovil College to support a number of locally required job opportunities and included the investment in construction, with the opening of the new construction building on campus and ongoing investment in the aero industry.
· AD explained the outcome of the Leonardo factory in Yeovil, with the factory being finally confirmed as supported by a new contract for the continuation of the helicopter manufacturing.
· The reopening of the Maternity unit at Yeovil District Hospital which was closed following a review by the CQC.
· Glovers Walk being cleared, ready for future development. Already new temporary toilets have been put in the area and will be made permanent in the development.
· The opening of a new NHS Dentist in Crewkerne
c. SA informed the Council of the reopening of Hendford Hill in Yeovil at the end of May. SA has now been appointed as the Assistant Cllr for Climate and Vice Chair for Planning.
d. SA informed the Council of the Planning Framework talk at the George Reynolds Centre in Crewkerne on 29th May at 18.30.
e. Whilst Cllr Jo Roundell-Greene is on leave of absence, both SA and AD will try to cover all meetings between them and requested all agendas are sent to them
26/033 	Code of Conduct and Declaration of Interest
	DM has expenses claim on the financial payments 

26/034	Minutes of April 2026 MPC meeting
a. To review and resolve that the Minutes of the March 2026 meeting are an accurate record.
All agreed 		Proposed JG/Seconded DM

b. To consider any matters arising within the minutes, not on the agenda
	     No requests

26/035	Governance
a. Governance was covered in the Annual meeting, including the Grant Policy process. This was agreed and adopted
b. Further policies to be reviewed throughout the year by the Clerk to ensure all up to date and bought to MPC monthly meetings as and when.

26/036	Update from Clerk
Mark Payne had been formally accepted by the Council in the Annual Parish meeting and introduced to Mark.  Due to prior commitments Mark was unable to stay for this meeting and DM continued to take notes for the minutes.

26/037	Proposal to close NatWest accounts
This was proposed by the Finance Team and was outlined in Appendix 2. The process to transfer money and gain information, including Bank Statements creates challenges and delays reconciliation. It was proposed to look at moving to Barclays initially and then consider moving all accounts to a bank account with improved access and account transparency. To be reviewed following further information in June.

26/038 Finance Reports and Budgets 						(Appx 3,4)
a. Year End report was discussed at the APM and will be reviewed further at an extraordinary meeting
b.  Payments – All agreed
c.     Receipts – All agreed
d.    Bank reconciliation was reviewed and discussed at the APM, to be also bought to the        extraordinary meeting. All agreed

26/039 Planning
a. No report but JG mentioned SA to request a discussion with residents of Tail Mill in relation to the potential development of 3 properties on land at Tail Mill. The revised development has not taken into account the LLFA request for improved flooding protection.
b. Discussion in relation to naming of roads on Church Street development.

26/040 Open Spaces Report							(Appx 5)
Appendix went to Cllrs before the meeting and no further information to report. All confirmed they had read the report and no questions submitted.

26/041	Highways and Pathways     
a. No report but DM mentioned the opportunity to ask Flooded People to come and talk to the   Council. Action – Clerk/DM to invite Flooded People to a meeting.
b. BR mentioned to SID findings, which will be in June’s report. It was clear from the spy mode setting that when drivers do not see a visible speed indicated or expect a speed being recorded, the percentage of those speeding is on average doubled.

26/042	Items for next meeting
	Nothing requested at the meeting

Meeting closed at 20.50

26/043	Next meeting Monday 8th June 2026 at 19.00 in Community Pavilion

Signed as accurate recording by Chair : D Mathewson (Vice Chair) Printed Name; D Mathewson

Date 08/06/2026
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