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Grant Awarding Policy 
Merriott Parish Council

1. Introduction
This policy sets out how Merriott Parish Council (MPC) considers grant requests and how it will award grants.

2. Applicability
a. Who can apply for a grant?
· Voluntary organisations, community groups or social enterprises operating on a not-for-profit basis for the benefit of the Merriott community.
· Applicants must have a form of committee or steering group, with a bank account requiring two signatories.
· If grant applicants have applied for funds in the last 5 years, they will be required to evidence worthwhile expenditure as agreed at the time of fund allocation.
· As stated below, schools may not apply but consideration will be given to PTAs/school association to cover extra curricula activities. The funds will be required to be ring-fenced and allocated to a separate bank account and constitution than the school. 
· To distribute fairly, MPC will only allocate a grant to each applying organisation once within the ‘grant year’ (April to March).
b. Who can’t apply for a grant?
· Individuals
· Organisations requesting funds outside of the boundaries of MPC or have no evidence that will support the community of Merriott.
· Commercial ventures
· Schools
· Projects/activities that promote one particular faith/religious belief unless supporting delivery that is open to all, supporting all within the community.
· Statutory organisations or those controlled by public sector organisations i.e Local Authority, Primary Care Trusts.

3. Criteria for awarding grants
MPC will assess each application on its own merits, with particular consideration to the benefits of the village and its residents.

MPC already supports non-monetary grants through the free use of the Community Pavilion where there is evidence to show support for health and wellbeing to residents undertaking free activities. This is not applicable to groups that take any form of payment from participants or make profit from the activity.

4. Process for making grant applications
a. Application for Grants will be made available on our website from July each year for submission in the September of said year. All applications will then be considered.

b.  Should an eligible application come in through any other period of the financial year and funds still available, the application will be considered and authorised within the subsequent monthly meeting.

5. Grant award conditions
· The grant must be used for the purpose for which the allocation was made and grants can not be given to another organisation/group unless a joint project identified at the point of application.
· If MPC agrees a grant for a project that subsequently does not go ahead, MPC will withdraw funding or expect funds to be returned. If an organisation/group ceases to operate before the money is utilised or the project has not gone ahead as planned the grant will need to be repaid in full.
· Where an MPC awarded grant is funded in collaboration with other grants supporting the same project, MPC hold the right to request confirmation of the release of funds from other awarding organisations/groups.
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