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MERRIOTT PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 8TH JUNE 2026 AT 7PM
COMMUNITY PAVILLION, MERRIOTT RECREATION GROUND
Present: Cllr Deb Matthewson (Vice Chair), Cllr David Shillibier, Cllr Richard Tucker, Cllr David Aslett, Margaret Quinn and two members of the public.

	Item No
	Description
	Action

	26/44
	Public Open Session

A member of the public raised the issue of speeding traffic along Boozer Pit together with the location of the SID – could it be located in Boozer Pit.

Cllr DM explained that location of SID was governed by strict rules from SCC – it had to be located away from obstructions and with a clear distance from a junction. Could not be dangerous to vehicles or pedestrians. Highways need to approve the location. The council could consider if there was a safe location in Boozer Pit.

The resident also explained there were heavy vehicles using that route – probably associated with the new developments – despite agreement they should not use this route. The council has contacted the developers several times about this, but Cllr DM agreed to do so once more.
Individuals can also report movements – ideally with licence plate numbers. Can also be reported to PCSO.

The resident also asked about maintenance of footpaths which were becoming overgrown. Rights of way should be cleared by the County Council or landowners, despite this a team of volunteers were doing some great work. Council would consider employing contractor to cut back overgrown areas.

	















Cllr DM






Cllr RT

	26/45

	Apologies for absence

Apologies had been received from Caroline Reed, Jeremy Graham and Brian Rogers.

	


	26/46

	Declarations of Interest

None
	


	26/47
	Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 11TH May 2026

Minutes had been circulated to all. Acceptance was proposed by Cllr RT and seconded by Cllr DM. Approved.

	

	26/48
	Matters arising from the previous minutes:

a) New Councillor Approval
Margaret Quinn had expressed an interest in joining the Council and had submitted a letter of support.. Having left the room her adoption as a co-opted councillor was proposed by Cllr DS and seconded by Cllr RT and unanimously agreed.

b) Progress on closure of Natwest Account
Natwest had been instructed to close the 35-day Liquidity account and at the end of the notice period the funds will be transferred to the main Barclays Account. Finance group will come forward with a proposal for a new savings account at the next meeting.

c) Invitation to Flooded People
No contact made as yet but will be invited to a meeting in the future.

Cllr MQ raised the is issue of ineffective drains which appeared to have no outlet for water and were easily clogged with silt and caused flooding in the village.
Cllr Dm explained the council could pay for additional clearances of the drains using the SCC contractor – Kier. Cllr Dm agreed to contact Lee Norman to identify the cost to the council of additional clearances.

	










Finance Group


Cllr DM






Cllr DM

	26/49

	Planning:

a) Cllr SA discussion with Tail Mill residents re flooding protection -this had not taken place yet.


	

Cllr SA

	26/50
	Finance

a) Update on end of year 2025/26
All three bank accounts now balanced with Scribe. Four errors had been identified in the previous years accounts on scribe which had now been rectified. Paperwork had been sent to the internal auditor, and we now await their report.

b) Payments to be agreed
These were agreed together with additional payments Ray Candy (£200) for cleaning, Deb Matthewson expenses (£35.99) and six-monthly mortgage payment (£4524.76)
c) Receipts to be noted
Receipts in the month totalling £759.00 were noted.

d) Barclays Bank Reconciliation to 31/05/2026, Barclays bank statement
Council noted that the main Barclays account was fully reconciled to 31st May 2026

Cllr DA asked that future meetings also included a budget monitoring report.

	





















Clerk

	26/51
	Open Spaces Report

Report had been circulated.

Team were fighting nature at this time of year. Some great work by volunteers.

Playground Inspection had bee completed and had highlighted a few issues.
Agreed that High risk items would be dealt with immediately either by taking the equipment out of action or seeking repair.
Medium risk items would be actioned by Open Spaces team, with update provided at next meeting.

Cllr DM raised the state of cleaning in the pavilion – in particular the kitchen area, following a complaint from a user. Cllr DM had cleaned the area. Agreed signs would be put up and new teaspoons purchased.

Cllr RT raised the issue of a third Merriott team wanting to use the pitch, but this would be difficult with the current use by Donyatt. Agreed an additional team would only be possible with appropriate fixture management – rotating Home and Away fixtures.

Cllr RT had met with Mark Boucher in response to his email about Osbourne Land.

Agreed that Cllr MQ would join the Open Spaces group.

Discussion of email from a resident requesting the installation of a “wind phone”.  Some concern about any maintenance issues. Council agreed to consider it but the cost was unclear. Clerk to respond to resident.

	







Open Spaces Team
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Clerk

	26/52
	Highways and Pathways

Report had been circulated.

Agreed to get prices from contractors for clearance of pathways.
Lopen Flood Management group correspondence. Council was supportive of the proposal. Clerk to contact to suggest further discussion about what was proposed.

	



Cllr RT

Clerk

	26/53
	Agree date of meeting to approve AGAR paperwork

Date of 22nd June at 7pm was agreed. Clerk to inform internal auditor.

	

Clerk

	26/54
	Items for next full meeting

Review of cleaning contract
Review of charging rates
Proposal for Child Defibrillator
	



Cllr DM


	26/55

	Date of Next Meeting

13th July 7pm
	



Meeting closed at 20:44


Signed _________________________________ Chair 	Date_______________________________
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