Highways and Pathways Report Spetember 2026
All information was accurate at time of report compilation and any updates or amendments will be made verbally at the next MPC monthly meeting.

Highways – 
The team are in discussion with Highways at County to gain information about satellite speed data for both Shiremoor and Church Street. We have walked the roads to look at potential location for SIDs but we have significant limitation of sites due to build up of parked cars, bends not enabling clear sight for drivers, no verge (or limited and not within permitted distance from road side) or verge is, as of yet, unknown ownership but will be reviewed.
The issue has been raised by residents in the localities via the local Facebook page and as a Highways & Pathways Team we are looking at data to be able to feedback and considered any viable options.
We will also ask County if we have enough justification to reduce village speed to 20mph but again this is under County control and as no recent traffic incidents or yet to confirm speed issues we may need to wait for data and go on the need for reduced speed due to limited footpaths in areas, public spaces (including the school and Church) and a thriving equine community (without leaving out ramblers and dog walkers!). We are hopeful that precedence has been set by other villages close by and will help our request.
SID
Please see attached data, kindly gathered from our SID volunteers, then analysed and presented clearly by Alan.


Pathways –
We will continue to use our present contractors to maintain the pathways but will need to make a decision on a Lengthsman in collaboration with the Open Spaces Team. In principle we agree and do have a candidate. Another proposal has been submitted.
The steps on RoW CH19/13 has been left to the Parish to resolve. The County RoW Team would consider supporting (will be limited) but will be quite some time before reviewed. We have the funds but now need to access a contractor (or the Lengthsman) to quote and complete. 
The pathway on Shiremoor has, in places, been repaired but not as we requested. We had asked for heritage slabs and a review of the whole path but I am assuming that County did not have the funds. Disappointingly we had asked for a price in case we could have contributed but no discussion was opened up.
We need to place a request in the Merriott Messenger and on Facebook to all residents to remind them of their requirement to keep pathways clear of any vegetation growing from their own property and to contact the Clerk if they have any need for assistance due to personal difficulties so we can give support. Following the posts, if no improvement we will politely write to residents via the Clerk.
As well as RoW maintenance, we will request some help from our contractors in clearing vegetation that sits along the pathway and not coming from residents’ property; County are unlikely to assist here so will require work from MPC.
We will gain quotes and then put in a proposal for wooden Finger Posts to replace the worn out/missing posts around the village. County will not replace with wooden posts but may consider metal, we have the budget hopefully to maintain the tradition and improved aesthetics by replacing like for like (wood).
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MERRIOTT SPEED INDICATOR DEVICE

Comparison of Statistics for previous period at MERRIOTTSFORD location

A

INCOMING INCOMING | OUTGOING | OUTGOING .
Total Traffic | Total Traffic Maximum
Start Date End Date INBOUND OUTBOUND Speed Range | Speed Range | Speed Range | Speed Range Speed
31-35mph | 36-40mph | 31-35mph | 36-40 mph P
29/07/2026 | 11/08/2026 19,350 23,863 12.82% 0.33% 21.44% 0.39% 56 mph
.
4
Start Date End Date Total Traffic | Total Traffic INCOMING INCOMING | OUTGOING | OUTGOING Maximum
INBOUND OUTBOUND | Speed Range | Speed Range | Speed Range | Speed Range Speed
31-35mph | 36-40mph | 31-35mph | 36-40 mph pee
12/08/2026 | 01/09/2026 27,300 34,096 17.77% 2.78% 21.28% 0.38% 46 mph
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