Highways and Pathways Report October 2026
All information was accurate at time of report compilation and any updates or amendments will be made verbally at the next MPC monthly meeting.

Highways –
Following conversation on Merriott Facebook, we asked County for the annualised speed information relating to the two roads identified as concern by residents. These are the results sent by Traffic Team at County -
· Church Street, Merriott – between its junction with Broadway and its junction with Shiremoor Hill, within the posted 30mph speed limit range between 15.5mph and 24.7mph.
· Shiremoor Hill/Lower Street, Merriott – between its junction with Church Street and its junction with Broadway, within the posted 30mph speed limit range between 13.0mph and 21.6mph.
 
Somersets speed compliance data comes from hundreds of thousands of connected vehicles that have GPS devices installed such as vehicle trackers & sat nav devices. The data is captured across a 12-month period from April to March aligning with financial years and analysed to produce annual average speeds for seven individual time periods. The speed values are based on vehicle speeds along an entire link, rather than spot speeds at the most free-flowing point along a link. This data is used by both Somerset Council and Avon & Somerset Police, to gain an understanding of existing vehicle speeds.
We have also discussed the potential use of a SID but location is still the issue due to the criteria defined. 
Residents are more than welcome to approach us if they wish to start up a speed watch group but there will need to be at least 4 people, preferably 6 who are willing to take on the roles. They would then need to apply to the Police for training, which Parish Council can help with links.
Speed watch is limited to certain times of the day due to day light requirement and is not permitted during specific weather conditions. As with all volunteering activities, the safety of the group is paramount and therefore the Police will assist in identifying suitable locations for volunteers to stand/sit etc.
Pathways –
Highlighted slabs on Shiremoor have now been repaired/reset and we are still in talks with County to improve the appearance of the slabs and reinstate a more traditional stone slab.
The pathways will be cut back throughout of the year but we ask residents to report to MPC if any concerns relating to overgrown vegetation of deteriorating surfaces. Residents are also encouraged to use the County Council portal to report issues as it helps the Parish Council to get assistance from County.
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